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TO 


DOCTOR    THYNNK 


-A-S  difeafes  of  the  Uterus  are  not 
only  formidable  but  frequent,  every 
attempt,  however  infignificant,  to 
facilitate  their  removal  or  obviate 
their  occurrence  will,  it  is  prefum- 
ed,  be  deemed  laudable.  This 
confideration  is  an  inducement 
which  prevails  on  me  to  dedicate 
the  following  fheets  to  one,  whofe 

celebrity 


iv  DEDICATION.' 

celebrity  in  this  department  of  me- 
dicine is  univerfally  acknowledged. 
The  affociation  of  fuperior  talents 
with  unexampled  liberality,  qualify 
you  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  deteft 
faults,  and  to  extenuate  them ;  and 
if  thefe  motives  had  not  prompted 
me  to  felecl;  your  name,  I  mould 
have  been  anxious  to  embrace  the 
opportunity  of  afTuring  you  how 
much  I  am  your  obliged  friend, 

and  obedient 

humble  fervant, 

GEORGE  REES. 


PREF 


VVhoeveh  is  interefted  in  the  inveitigation 
of  thofe  complaints  which  form  the  fubject  of 
the  following  meets,  will  readily  acknowledge 
the  infufficiency  of  our  prefent  information. 
Perhaps  it  will  not  be  prefumpUious  to  inli- 
nuate,  that  no  cafes  more  frequently  baffle  the 
efforts  of  practitioners,  than  uterine  difeafes. 
This  imperfection  originates  partly  in  that 
pernicious  modefty  by  which  fome  women 
facrifice  their  health  to  their  prejudices,  and 
partly  from  the  obfcurity  which  has  hitherto 
enveloped  the  fubject.  The  author,  however, 
is  inclined  to  hope  it  may  be  in  his  power  to 
leffen  the  confequences  which  enfue  from  each 
of  thefe  fources,  as  he  trufts  what  he  has  de- 
livered will  be  fufficiently  intelligible  and  con- 
clusive to  point  out  the  neceffity  of  an  early 
attention  to  thefe  diforders,  and  to  perfuade 
the  practitioner   to   afford    manual   affiflance 

when 
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when  the  opportunity  prefents;    for  I  think 
we  are  authorized  to  infer  that   many  cafes 
have  proved  fatal,  from  negative  mifconduct. 
I  would  illuftrate  this   afTertion  by  alluding  to 
drop  fy  of  the  uterus.     This  difeafe   is  con- 
fidently flated  by  fome  experienced  practition- 
ers  to   be  an  imaginary  cafe  ;  for,  fay  they, 
the  os  uteri  being  a  ready  and  effectual  outlet, 
it  can  never  happen  but  by  an  obliteration  of 
its  aperture :  hence  then  it  mult,  be  an  exten- 
five  hydatid,  or  an  affemblage  of  hydatids,  or 
it   muft   originate   from    fome   preternatural 
formation.     Now  as  the  very  effence  of  drop- 
fy,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  coniiiis  in  an 
increafe  of  that  interftitial  fluid    with  which 
all  membranous   furfaces  are  moiftened,    the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  might  without  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  animal  ceconomy  be  fuppofed  fuf- 
ceptible  of  the  fame  effect,  provided  fuch  a 
caufe  mould  exiit.  as  would  prevent  the  extri- 
cation of  the  fluid.     In  the  cafes  which  I  have 
brought  forward  is  exemplified  the  poffibility 
of  this  event ;  in  that  felected    from   Bonetus, 
a  fmall  excrefence  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
prevented   the   efcape   of  the    water,    which 

amounted 
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amounted  to  upwards  of  feventy  pints.  Now 
is  it  unreafonable,  or  unfair,  to  conclude  that 
relief  might  here  have  been  administered  by 
removing  the  obftruction,  and  the  life  of  the 
patient  been  prolonged  ?  Thefe  reflections  may 
familiarife  our  minds  with  iimilar  occurrences, 
and  afford  profitable  hints  for  future  practice. 
On  the  fubject  of  Moles,  though  I  have  not 
attempted  regular  clafTification,  I  have  offered 
fuch  diflinctions  as  I  deem  effentially  necef- 
fary,  and  have  endeavovred  to  give  this  hither- 
to indefinable  expreilion  fome  certain  fignifi- 
cation.  With  regard  to  fchirrus  of  the  womb, 
my  principal  object  has  been  to  propagate  an 
opinion  which  I  believe  to  be  correct,  that  it 
has  not  in  general  a  difpofition  to  cancer  ;  that 
as  the  uterus  from  -being  loofely  fituated  in  a  ca- 
vity, has  no  fubflantial  fupport ;  it  is  peculi- 
arly liable  to  induration  and  enlargement,  which 
may  probably  be  removed  by  fuitable  re- 
medies. 
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IN  treating  on  difeafes  of  the  uterus,  it  will 
be  proper  in  the  firit  place  to  give  a  con- 
cife  anatomical  defcription  of  the  parts  to 
which  we  may  have  occafion  to  refer ;  for 
though  the  ftructure  of  thefe  parts  has  been 
well  defcribed  by  feveral  authors,  the  reader 
ought  not  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  having 
recourfe  to  another  work,  in  order  to  under- 
ftand  what  is  advanced  in  this.  I  fhall  there- 
fore take  the  liberty  of  faying  fo  much  with 
regard  to  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  as  may 
ferve  to  interpret  the  fubfequent  pages. 

The  uterus  is  rltuated  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  between  the  bladder  and  rectum ;  the 
fundus  uteri  being  the  upper  part,  and  fituated 
a  little  obliquely  with  regard  to  the  axis  of  the 
pelvis. 

B  In 
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111  the  unimpregnated  ftate  of  the  adult 
fubjeft  this  organ  is  about  three  inches  in  its 
longefl  diameter,  and  two  inches  from 
fide  to  fide,  and  its  comparifon  with  an  in- 
verted flafk  conveys  a  good  idea  of  its  fhape 
and  fituation. 

The  fubftanee  is  firm  and  compact,  being 
compofed  of  nerves,  blood- veffels,  lympha- 
tics, and  mufcular  fibres,  clofely  and  flrongly 
connected  by  cellular  fubftanee. 

The  mufcularity  of  this  organ  has  been  fre- 
quently doubted,  fince  it  has  not  always  been 
poflible  to  demonftrate  the  existence  of  mufcu- 
lar fibres ;  but  the  ceconomy  of  the  part,  and 
the  efforts  it  is  capable  of  making  in  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  any  thing  from  its  cavity,  is  a  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  of  its  poffefling  mufcularity ; 
befides  that,  Ruyfch  and  other  anatomifts 
have  fhewn,  in  the  moil  fatisfactoiy  manner, 
their  exiftence  and  arrangement. 

The  cavity  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus  is 
very  inconfiderable,  becaufe  its  fides  approxi- 
mate clofely  to  each  other.  It  correfponds  in 
fhape  with  the  exterior  appearances,  forming 
an  irregular  triangle,  and  has  three  openings. 

One 
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One  from  the  inferior  portion  of  the 
uterus,  denominated  the  os  uteri,  the  two 
others  from  the  angles  of  the  fundus  uteri, 
forming  the  morteft  fide  of  the  triangle.  In 
the  natural  ftate  the  opening  of  the  os  uteri 
will  fcarcely  admit  a  probe  to  pafs,  and  the 
fuperior  orifices,  which  are  the  openings  of 
the  fallopian  tubes,  can  only  be  perforated  by 
the  iize  of  a  hog's  brittle. 

Yet,  notwithstanding  thefe  very  limited 
dimenflons,  the  cavity  is  always  preferved 
perfect  and  entire. 

That  portion  of  the  uterus  which  is  between 
the  inferior  opening  and  the  wide  part  of  its 
cavity,  is  called  the  cervix ;  it  is  lined  by  a 
reflexion1  of  the  fame  membrane  that  covers 
the  vagina,  is  continued  likewife  over  the 
whole  interior  furface  of  the  uterus,  and  paffes 
a  little  way  up  the  fallopian  .tubes,  leaving 
their  orifices  unobliterated.  In  the  cervix 
uteri  are  feen  feveral  fmall  perforations,  and 
fmall  glandular  corpufcles;  the  former  are 
with  great  reafon  fuppofed  to  fecrete  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge,  as  in  women  who  have  died 
at  this  period,  a  fmall  quantity  of  coloured 
B  2  fluid 
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fluid  has  been  obferved  to  exude  through 
them. 

The  glandular  ftructure  likewife  anfwers  an 
important  purpofe  in  fecreting  a  mucus  to 
clofe  the  entrance  after  impregnation  has  been 
accomplifhed ;  for  it  is  to  be  confidered  as 
highly  efTential  that  the  entrance  to  the  cavity 
mould  be  free  and  unobftructed  previous  to 
conception,  and  that  it  mould  be  clofed  when 
that  procefs  is  completed. 

From  the  two  openings  already  mentioned 
as  fituated  at  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  com- 
mence the  tubae  fallopianae,  which  are  two 
in  number,  and  extend  along  the  broad 
ligaments  to  the  edge  of  the  pelvis,  where 
their  extremities  become  jagged  and  irregular, 
and  are  loofely  fituated  near  two  bodies  called 
the  ovaria;  thefe  are  two  whitifh  oblong 
fub  (ranees  near  the  fides  of  the  fundus  uteri, 
to  which  they  are  fixed  by  a  kind  of  fhort 
round  ligament*,  and  inclofed  in  a  duplicature 

of 

*  It  was  univerfally  fuppofed  by  the  ancient  writers  that 
the  ovaria  of  the  female  correfponded  in  ftru&ure  and 
fundion    with   the  tefticles  of    the  male,    a  fuppofition 

that 
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of  the  ligamenta  lata.  The  pofterior  part  of 
the  uterus  is  covered  by  a  reflexion  of  Perito- 
naeum, which  after  palling  over  its  fundus,  is 
continued  to  the  bladder  anteriorly,  and  the 
rectum  behind:  in  paffing  to  the  rectum  it 
dips  down,  leaving  a  cavity  or  depreilion,  in 
which,  fometimes,  though  rarely,  the  intef- 
tines  have  become  ftrangulated-f-. 

This  membrane  likewife  by  its  duplicatures, 
forms  the  ligamenta  lata,  arifing  from  the 
fides  of  the  uterus,  and  extending  to  the  neigh- 
bouring lateral  parts  of  the  pelvis,  which  it 
divides  into  two  cavities,  forming  a  mem- 
branous feptum  :  the  laminae  of  thefe  duplica- 
tures are  united  by  cellular  membranes,  and 
contain  the  fallopian  tubes,  ligamenta  rotun- 
da, &c. 

that  was  ftrengthened  by  the  exiftence  of  this  fhort 
round  ligament,  which  they  confidered  as  a  tube  conduct- 
ing the  femen  fecreted  by  the  ovarium  into  the  uterus. 
This  egregious  miftake  is  now  no  longer  entertained  by  the 
more  accurate  anatomifts  of  the  prefent  age. 

+  Elytrocele  Vogel.  cccc  ij.  Hernia  in  Vagina  Uteri 
eminens. 

Vide  Dr.  Denman's  Midwifery. 

The 
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The  ligamenta  rotunda  arife  from  the  fides 
of  the  fundus  uteri,  and  after  palling  through 
this  inveftiture  of  the  peritonaeum,  defcend 
through  the  abdominal  rings,  and  terminate 
in  the  fubftance  of  the  mons  veneris. 

Thefe  ligaments  are  fo  attached  to  the  ute- 
rus, as  to  allow  even  in  the  virgin  ftate  con- 
siderable motion  upwards  and  downwards, 
and  favors  the  expanfion  and  elevation  of 
the  uterus  in  time  of  pregnancy.  By  this 
peculiarity  of  ftructure,  many  advantages  are 
procured  for  the  pregnant  woman,  but  thefe 
are  likewife  counterbalanced  by  feveral  incon- 
veniences to  which  the  fame  circumftances 
render  them  liable. 

From  what  has  already  been  faid  with  re- 
gard to  the  anatomy  of  thofe  parts,  it  appears, 
that  the  uterus,  though  by  its  fituation  admi- 
rably well  protected  from  injury,  is  not  well 
fecured  or  fupported.  This  might  at  flrft 
appear  an  imperfection  of  nature,  but  we  are 
to  recollect  that  the  uterus  is  particularly  ap- 
propriated for  the  habitation  of  the  foetus ;  it 
is  therefore  adapted  to  its  ufe  and  necelTities, 
and  not  for  the  advantage  of  the  parent.     It  is 

even 
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€ven  proved  to  be  an  organ  not  at  all  neceilary 
to  life,  as  it  has  frequently  been  removed,  and 
the  patient  has  furvived  the  deprivation*.    No 

one, 

*  The  uterus  is  an  organ  which  is  not  abfolutely  necef- 
fary  to  life,  fince  many  animals  have  been  known  to  live 
after  it  has  been  taken  out. 

Dr.  White's  Treat  if e  on  the  Management  of 
Lying-in-Women,  p.  458. 

— Sin   vero   putrefcat,   exfcindendus   eft 

uterus,  auferendo  e  corpore  mulieris,  neque  deterreamini 
ubi  neceflitas  urget. 

Hieron.  Mercur.  de  Mori.  Mulier, 

Mulieres,  exciflTo  utero,  fanas  fupervixiffe  teftatus  eft  Ni- 
colaus  Florentinus. 

JEtiuSy  lib.  16,  cap.  76. 

Cum  remeare  in  fuum  locum  uterus  non  poteft  ita  ut 
aliquando  corrumpat,  et  nifi  abfcindatur  totum  corpus  cor- 

rumpatur abfcindi  autem  poflfe 

abfque  vita;  difpendio  clocet  Roufret.  de  partu  Ca:far. 

Paul  I  Zacch^i  ghicejl.  Medico -legal  p.  778. 

Thefe  quotations  ferve  to  fhew  that  the  ancients  did  not 
confider  the  removal  of  the  uterus  incompatible  with  the 
future  exiftence  of  the  woman.     A  more  modern  writer 

than 
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one,  it  is  true,  at  prefent  thinks  of  fuch  an 
operation,  which  for  feveral  reafons  would 
be  equally  dangerous  and  defperate;  but  the 
poiTibility  of  the  event  is  a  proof  of  the  validi- 
ty of  the  affertion,  that  it  is  an  organ  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  life* 

Before  we  finifli  this  anatomical  defcription, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  fay  a  few  words  relative 
to  fome  other  parts  in  connexion  or  in  the  vi- 

than  either  of  the  three  laft  mentioned  (Dr.  Turner)  gives 
us  a  remarkable  hiftory  of  a  cafe  in  which  an  operation  of 
this  kind  was  performed  without  fatal  confequences.  His 
words  are  thefe,  "  An  elderly  woman,  whofe  intellects  were 
deranged,  under  a  fit  of  melancholy,  was  pondering  how 
to  free  herfelf  from  this  inconvenience  (alluding  to  a  proci- 
dentia uteri,  which  fhe  had  in  a  confiderable  degree)  and 
unknown  to  any  perfon  of  the  family,  taking  her  opportu- 
nity, firft  putting  herfelf  in  a  fuitable  pofture,  with  one 
hand  fhe  draws  down  the  prolapfed  body,  whilft  with  her 
hufband's  razor  in  the  other,  got  it  as  were  by  Health,  fhe 
excifed  all  within  her  reach,  then  putting  a  clout  up  to  the 
parts,  fhe  got  into  bed."  After  detailing  the  progrefs  of 
her  cure,  he  adds,  "  She  now  gets  out  of  bed,  takes  her 
nourilhment  and  reft,  the  difcharge  from  the  wound  being 
inconfiderable,  and  the  fame  bidding  fair  for  the  healing 
fuddenly." 

Vide  Turner's  Surgery,  Vol.  II. 

cinity 
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cinity  of  the  uterus,  the  mouth  of  which  ter- 
minates in  that  large  canal  the  vagina.  This 
part  varies  very  much  with  refpect  to  its  di- 
mensions, according  to  the  general  fize  of  the 
fubjecl,  or  the  diftenfion  it  may  have  under- 
gone in  confequence  of  child-bearing  j  it  is 
however  in  all  fubjects  very  loofely  attached  by 
furrounding  cellular  fubftance,  and  hence,  when 
any  caufes  produce  a  prolapfus,  or  bearing- 
down  of  the  uterus,  this  part  likewife  fooa 
yields  to  the  preffure. 

The  entrance  to  the  vagina  is  narrowed  in 
the  virgin-ftate  by  means  of  a  membranous 
expanfion  called  the  hymen,  which  leaves  an 
opening  in  its  center  for  the  menftrual  dis- 
charge. This  part  is  fubject  to  great  altera- 
tion and  variety  ;  in  fome  women  it  is  flight 
and  eafily  ruptured,  but  in  others  fo  firm  and 
compact,  as  to  make  very  considerable  refill  • 
ance,  and  proves  an  obftacle  fometimes  to  the 
completion  of  the  connubial  rites.  It  varies 
likewife  with  regard  to  the  diameter  of  the 
perforation,  being  fometimes  very  fmall,  and 
even  in  fome  inftances  completely  obliterated. 

From  the  circumllance  above  ftated,  namely 
C  the 
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the  firmnefs  of  this  membrane,  the  opinion 
has  principally  originated,  that  impregnation 
can  take  place  without  the  introduction  of  the 
femen  mafculinum  into  the  uterus.  As  the 
other  parts  which  are  generally  included  in  the 
female  organs  of  generation  are  not  at  prefent 
interesting  in  this  treatife,  I  mail  omit  the 
consideration  of  their  Structure ;  and  proceed 
therefore  to  enquire  into  thofe  affections  to 
which  the  uterus  is  more  frequently  liable,  as 
from  this  circumflance  arife  the  principal  part 
of  female  complaints ;  an  alteration  in  its  ftruc- 
ture  or  Situation,  or  an  interruption  to  the  regu- 
larity of  its  functions,  give  rife  to  a  multitude 
of  fy mptoms,  which  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  un- 
derstand and  relieve. 

Authors  who  have  written  on  this  fubject 
have  not,  in  my  opinion,  been  fufficiently 
attentive  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  apper- 
taining to  the  Structure  and  economy  of  the 
uterus,  which  would  not  only  explain  the 
theory  of  difeafes,  but  point  out  more  forcibly 
the  cautions  by  which  we  might  obviate  their 
frequency.  Let  us  therefore  conSider  the  womb. 

As 
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As  a  fpungy  *  vafcular  fubftancc,  loofely  filia- 
ted in  a  cavity \  and  capable  by  its  peculiar 
JlruBure  of  undergoing  confiderable  enlargement 
and  expanjion. 

To  mew  the  inconveniences  to  which  it  is 
liable  as  a  fpungy  vafcular  fubftancey  we  need 
only  for  a  moment  confider  how  the  circula- 
tion is  carried  on  in  the  other  parts  of  the  body . 

The  heart  is  the  grand  main  fpring  of  vafcu- 
lar action  j  it  throws  forward  the  blood  with 
a  confiderable  degree  of  force  ;  but  this  force, 
great  as  it  is  faid  to  be  by  fome  mathematical 
phyficians  who  have  attempted  the  calcula- 
tion, is  not  fufficient  to  diftribute  the  blood 
through  the  finer  arterial  ramifications. 

It  is  thrown  forward,  therefore,  by  a  con- 
traction of  the  arteries  themfelves,  fimilar  and 
fynchronous  with  the  motions  of  the  heart  j 

*  I  am  very  well  aware  that  the  term  fpungy  is  excep- 
tionable, but  perhaps  there  is  no  word  which  will  better 
defcribe  the  texture  of  the  uterus,  which  is  principally  a 
compages  of  vefTels  fomewhat  loofely  connected  by  cellular 
membrane.  If  I  were  to  plead  by  precedent  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  term,  I  need  only  mention  the  corpus  fpongiofum 
penis,  which  is  received  by  general  affent,  though  it  is  not 
more  applicable  or  appropriate. 

C  a  hence 
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hence  all  ftagnation  and  accumulation  in  thefe 
vefTels  are  prevented.  But  it  is  not  fo  with 
regard  to  the  return  of  blood  through  the  veins, 
they  do  not  poffefs  the  fame  contractile  power, 
and  it  might  be  difficult  to  conceive,  a  priori, 
how  the  return  of  blood  mould  be  effected 
as  it  is,  in  a  direction  contrary  to  its  own  gra- 
vity, which  is  the  cafe  with  refpect  to  the 
lower  extremities. 

This  is  facilitated  by  the  interpofidon  of 
valves,  whereby  the  regreffive  motion  of  the 
blood  is  prevented,  and  more  efpecially  by  the 
action  of  the  mufcles  contiguous  to  the  vefTels. 

This  needs  no  proof,  as  it  would  be  ridicu- 
lous to  prove  what  nobody  doubts.  The  fwell- 
ing  of  the  lower  extremities  when  a  perfon 
ilands  a  considerable  length  of  time  without 
walking;  the  increafed  impetus  with  which 
the  blood  rufhes  through  the  orifice  of  a  vein 
when  tied  up  by  clenching  the  fift,  are  palpa- 
ble evidences;  and  yet,  notwithftanding  this, 
provision  k  made  for  the  prevention  of  accu- 
mulation >  obstruction  and  fulnefs  very  fre- 
quently occur  when  there  is  debility  in  the 
fyflem. 

The 
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The   uterus,   therefore,    as  being  a  body 
which  is  extremely  vafcular,  is  in  an  efpecia! 
manner  liable  to  the  fame  caufes  :  from  being 
iituated  loofely  in  a  cavity,  it  has  hot  that  fup- 
port  which  the  blood-veffels  in  the  extremi- 
ties receive,  neither  has  it  that  mufcular  action 
produced  by  exercife,  whereby  its  circulation 
can  be  quickened.     It  is  vafcular,  but  it  is 
fpungy ;  and  though  the  teimfpungy  may  not/ 
be  elegant  or  perfectly  correct,  it  will  convey 
that  idea  which  will  ferve  to  explain  its  appear- 
ance.    Hence  it  is  natural  to  expect   it  would 
be  liable  to  induration  and  enlargement,  and 
that  it  is,  is  too  frequently  teftified  by  exam-  \ 
pies.     However,  as  we  have  attempted  ana- 
logy in  one  inilance,  let  us  have  recourfe  to  it 
in  another. 

Having  mentioned  a  fwelling  in  the  lower 
extremities  as  a  proof  of  infufficient  action  in 
the  veffels,  let  us  confider  when  this  is  moft 
obvious,  and  it  will  be  readily  anfwered :  when 
the  fyftem  begins  to  flag,  then  venous  plethora 
is  moft  prevalent ;  hence  it  is  the  effect  of  de- 
bility and  relaxation. 

So   with  refpect   to   the   uterus,  when  the 

veffels 
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vefTels  are  weakened,  they  are  more  liable  to 
diftenfion;  and  thus  it  is,  that  perfons  of  a 
weak  fcrophulous  habit,  who  lead  a  fedentary 
life,  are  moil:  difpofed  to  fuch  infirmities. 

As  a  part  of  the  body  fubjecT:  to  the  fame 
general  caufes,  this  organ  is  liable  to  be  af- 
fected by  fchirrus,  &c.  arifing  from  debility; 
but  it  has  certain  peculiarities  attached  to  it  by 
which  thefe  caufes  are  increafed  ;  for  it  is  not 
only  in  its  ftru&ure  extremely  vafcular,  but 
there  is  a  determination  of  blood  to  this  organ 
more  than  is  neceifary  for  its  purpofe,  and 
which  is  thrown  out  of  the  veifels  in  greater  or 
imaller  quantities  proportionate  to  the  wants  or 
fuperrluities  of  the  fyftern,  and  according  as  the 
vefTels  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  favor  the 
evacuation. 

This  peculiarity  with  regard  to  the  func- 
tions of  this  organ  is  evidently  intended  by  na- 
ture as  a  provifion  for  the  nutriment  of  the 
foetus  in  utero,  fince  it  commences  at  that  pe- 
riod of  life  when  the  female  is  fufceptible  of 
impregnation,  and  difcontinues  when  advanced 
age  has  fubdued  the  paffion  and  propenfity  to 
fexual  intercourfe. 

Now, 


(     23     ) 

Now,  in  order  that  thefe  alterations  which 
take  place  with  regard  to  the  fecretory  func- 
tions of  the  uterus  may  be  perfectly  falutary 
and  harmlefs  to  the  conftitution,  it  becomes 
neceffary  that  the  difcharge  ihould  be  perfectly 
correfpondent  with  the  refources  of  the  fyflem ; 
thus,  for  inftance,  if  the  veffels  of  the  womb 
do  not  readily  tranfmit  the  blood  through  their 
orifices,  when  there  is  as  great  a  determina- 
tion of  it  from  the  whole  habit  as  it  has 
ever  been  accuflomed  to  receive ;  the  evident 
confequence  muft.  be  an  enlargement  and  an 
increafe  of  bulk,  which  will  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  future  difeafe. 

But  let  us  purfue  the  idea  ftill  further,  and 
we  fhall  fee  how  fatisfactorily  it  will  account 
for  the  various  affections  to  which  women  are 
difpofed. 

In  the  firft  place,  with  regard  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  menftrual  difcharge,  it  is 
univerfally  underftood  that  women  are  much 
more  liable  to  fufFer  inconvenience  from  the 
firft  than  from  any  fubfequent  periods,  becaufe 
the  uterine  veffels  not  having  yet  been  called 
upon  to  perform  this  office,  do  not  imme- 
diately 
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diately  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  fy{~ 
tern. 

A  knowledge  of  this  principle  is  therefore 
of  the  firfl  confequence  with  regard  to  the 
practice  which  is  requifite ;  hence  the  ufe  of 
emmenagogues,  cathartics,  deobflruents,  &c. 
become  either  ufeful  or  hurtful,  according 
to  the  intention  with  which  they  are  pre- 
ferred. 

When  we  difcover  by  appearances  that  the 
conftitution  is  well  prepared,  that  the  appe- 
tite is  good,  the  pulfe  full,  the  countenance 
florid,  &c.  and  that  there  is  much  pain  atten- 
dant at  this  period  in  the  back,  loins,  &c. 
with  fome  degree  of  fever,  the  impediment 
then  evidently  refides  in  the  uterus  itfelf,  and 
mull  be  removed,  not  by  adminiflering  chaly- 
beates  and  tonics,  but  by  favouring  the  open- 
ing of  the  uterine  veflels  by  bleeding,  fomen- 
tations, the  fleam  of  warm  water,  and  fuch 
other  remedies  as  are  calculated  to  produce  that 
efFed:. 

When,  however,  the  reverfe  of  this  is  the 
cafe;  when,  inflead  of  thefe  indications  of 
general  plethora,  there  is  an  univerfal  languor 

and 
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and  laffitude  in  the  habit,  a  pale  inanimate 
countenance,  a  difinclination  to  any  exercife, 
and  a  confiderable  fatigue  when  any  exercife 
is  attempted,  with  a  mortnefs  of  breath  in  con- 
fequence  of  motion,  and  a  coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  "  it  needs  no  ghoft  to  tell  us** 
whence  the  fymptoms  originate. 
It  does  not  come,  however,  exactly  within  the 
defign  or  limits  of  this  publication  to  enter  on 
an  inquiry  into  the  method  of  relieving  thefe 
fymptoms. 

The  difeafes  confequent  on  irregular  men- 
ilruation  are  fufficiently*  numerous  and  import- 
tant  to  furnifri  matter  for  a  voluminous  pub- 
lication. 

* 

What  has  been  adduced  was  intended  to 
mew  the  balance  which  fubfiited  between  the 
conftitution  and  this  organ,  and  in  confiftency 
with  this  intention  I  mail  proceed  to  fhew 
how  fome  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  difeafe. 

But  to  fubftantiate  ftill "further  the  opinion, 
that  the  menflrual  difcharge  is  regulated  by 
the  plethoric  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  it  will  orily 
be  neceflary  to  mention  the  wonderful  refour- 
ces  which  nature  has  provided  when  the  regu- 

D  lar 
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iar  outlet  (the  uterus)  becomes  obftructed ;  a 
bleeding  at  the  nofe  every  month  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  correfponding  and  anfwer- 
ing  in  effect  the  purpofe  of  menftruation ; 
others  have  the  fame  difcharge  from  the 
mouth,  again  it  is  very  often  obfervable  with 
refpect  to  thofe  who  have  had  ulcers  on  the 
legs  or  other  parts  of  the  body,  that  the  fur- 
face  of  the  fore  has  at  thofe  periods  regularly 
been  the  feat  of  menftruation. 

Thefe  facts,  though  they  are  fufficient  to 
fupport  my  obfervations,  are  ftill  not  fo  re- 
markable as  many  which  might  be  brought 
forward. 

It  has  not  only  been  obfervable  wTith  regard 
to  the  facts  already  ftated,  but  in  fome  inftan- 
ces  it  has  been  difcharged  from  the  extremities 
of  the  fingers  *,  and  even  from,  the  hairs  of 
the  head. 

*  Se'd  quod  majorem  infert  admirationem  id  fane  eft 
quod  nos  jam  ter  vidimus,  videlicet,  per  minimum  manus 
digitum  et  per  annularem  finiftrae  manus  fingulis  menfibus 
fanguinem  profundi  non  copiofum  in  religi'ofa  quadem 
fcemina  cui  natura  menftruam  purgationem  per  uterum 
denegaverat. ^.Ludov.  Mercat.  Lib.  i.  Cap.-]. 

Cognovimus  etiam  aliam,  cui  uno  quoque  menfe  fan- 
guis  licet  modicus,  per  majorem  oculi  fmiftri  anguium  flu— 
ebat.  Idem. 
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Thefe  cafes  fhew  how  great  mufr.  have  been 
the  impediment  to  uterine  fecretion,  ere  thefe 
phenomena  could  have  taken  place. 

Many  authors  have  afferted,  that  this  fecre- 
tion from  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus  was  not  at 
all  dependant  on  conftitutional  fulnefs,  becaufe 
a  perfon  has  been  bledjuft  at   the  time  when 
menftruation  was    about  to   commence,    and 
the  lofs  of  blood  from  the  arm  has  not  pre- 
vented the  natural  evacuation  ;  but  furely  this 
reafoning  can  never   impofe  on  the  rational 
practitioner,  its  infufficiency  will  be  obvious 
if  we   only  for  a  moment   confider  that  the 
accumulation    has    been    gradually     forming 
from  the  time  it  laft  ceafed,  to  the  time  it  was 
again  expected  to  appear ;  hence  the  vefTels  of 
the  uterus  were  already  diflended,  and  unlefs 
a  perfon  could  have  drawn  blood  immediately 
from  the  part,  one  would  not,  a  priori,  expect 
fuch  an  effect  as  was  deemed  neceffary  by  the 
advocates  of  this  opinion,    to   prove  conflitu- 
tional plethora.    But  to  return  to  the  part  which 
I  propofed  next  to   confider  and  to  fhew  how 
women  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  difeafes. 
It  is  well  known   to  every  perfon  that  the 
D  2  abfolute 
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abfolute  quantity  of  blood  loft  at  the  period  of 
menftruation  is  extremely  different  in  different 
individuals,  owing  to  the  difference  of  cuftom, 
conftitution,  and  climate.     The  effect  of  cuf- 
tom  points  out  fome  important  circumftances 
to  our  confideration ;  for  inftance,  fuppofe  a 
woman  educated,  as  many  of  our  modern  wo- 
men  are,  with  all   poffible  care,  tendernefs, 
and  luxury,    not  expofed  to  the  inclemency 
and  viciffitudes  of  feafon,  but  kept  up  in  warm 
carpetted  rooms,  lleeping  on  foft  beds,  drink- 
ing warm  liquors,  and  eating  high-feafoned 
aliments,  the  unavoidable  confequence  muff  be 
a  delicate  and  relaxed  habit ;  hence  the   men- 
ftrual  difcharge  will  commence  at  a  much  ear- 
lier period,  and  be   more  confiderable  than  it 
would  in  the  fame  individual  educated  under 
different  circumftances.     The  atonic  or  relax- 
ed ftate  of  the  veffels  of  the  uterus  being  fuch 
as  not  to  form  a  fufficient  refiftance  to  the 
blood  which  it  receives,  the  difcharge  is  confi- 
derable; and  having  continued  for  a  certain 
length  of  time,  becomes  habitual,  fo  far  as  to 
be  neceffary  to  the  health  of  the  individual. 
I  cannot  help  making  a  remark  here,  which 

may 
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may  be  deemed  fomewhat  digreffive  from  the 
prefent  part  of  this  treatife,  but  which  being 
of  the  utmoft  importance  to  women,  will 
bring  with  it  an  apology. 

I  allude  to  the  great  inconveniences  entailed 
on  themfelves  by  this  culpable  indulgence, 
more  efpecially  in  the  characters  of  a  mo- 
ther, and  a  wife.  The  principal,  by  far  the 
principal  foundation  of  mifcarriage  lies  here, 
though  I  have  already  afTerted  that  the  inten- 
tion of  nature  in  rendering  women  liable  to 
this  monthly  inconvenience  was  to  provide  for 
the  child  in  utero,  it  muft  be  remembered  that 
for  a  confiderable  time  after  impregnation  it  is 
too  fmall  to  require  fo  much  for  its  fupport 
and  expenditure,  as  moft  women  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  fecrete;  the  uterus,  therefore,  is  in 
a  ftate  of  plethora,  and  unlefs  fome  refiftance 
can  be  given  by  the  veiTels  of  that  organ,  a 
difcharge  as  ufual  will  take  place,  and  inevita- 
bly render  the  patient  abortive. 

From  this  caufe,  likewife,  namely  the  ful- 
nefs  which  is  in  the  habit,  arife  thofe  fymp- 
toms  which  are  incident  to  the  early  months, 
as   ficknefs  and   vomiting,    lofs    of  appetite, 

want 
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want  of  ileep,  reftleffhefs,  &c.  which  are 
moil  effectually  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  moil 
effectually  prevented  by  cold-bathing,  the  ufe 
of  which,  and  the  advantages  of  it  in  prevent- 
ing abortion,  I  fhall  prefently  confider;  but 
as  I  wifh  every  affertion  that  is  at  all  queftion- 
able  might  receive  fome  proof,  I  mail  make 
a  fhort  comment  on  the  preceding  remark, 
that  a  difcharge  from  the  uterus  inevitably  ren- 
ders the  patient  abortive. 

It  was  for  a  confiderable  length  of  time  a 
matter  of  doubt  and  difpute  from  whence  the 
difcharge  proceeded,  which  constitutes  the 
menfes ;  the  queffion,  however,  has  been  de- 
cided, iince  it  has  been  feen  in  women  who 
have  been  executed  at  this  time,  and  examined 
immediately  after  death,  and  in  thofe  who 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  furvive  a  retrover- 
sion of  the  womb,  coming  from  the  internal 
furface  of  that  organ. 

Now  as  immediately  after  impregnation  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  becomes  clofed,  and  the 
cavity  of  its  neck  fo  completely  obliterated  as . 
to  prevent  the  ingrefs  or  egrefs  of  any  fluid, 
this  evacuation  mull  be  effectually  prevented  ; 

and 
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and  yet  there  are  moil  decided  teftimonies  to 
prove  that  women  have  menftruated  two  or 
three  times,  or'  oftener,  after  they  have  con- 
ceived; nay,  indeed,  we  can  even,  with  truth 
affert,  that  women  have  been  known  never  to 
have  menftruated  but  at  this  time  ;  ftill  tbefe 
circumftances  are  no  contradiction  to  the  truth 
that  women  inevitably  mifcarry  when  the  ute- 
rine veiTels   are  too  weak  to  retain   their  con- 

- 

tents ;  for  in  the  inftance  already  alluded  to, 
and  feveral  fuch  inftances  I  have  known  my- 
{elf,  where  women  have  had  the  fame  periodi- 
cal difcharge  :  this  has  proceeded  from  the 
paffage  leading  to  the  uterus,  from  the  veffels 
of  the  vagina,  and  by  no  means  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  uterus  itfelf,  the  orifice  of  which 
continues  perfectly  clofed. 

Admitting  therefore  what  I  think  is  fuffi- 
ciently  proved,  that  the  molt  common  caufe 
of  mifcarriage  is  a  weaknefs  of  the  uterine 
veflels,  the  utility  of  the  cold  bath  as  a  pre- 
ventive will  at  once  appear  obvious,  and  the 
principal  circumflance  with  regard  to  its  ad- 
ministration is  the  time  at  which  it  is  had  re- 
courfe  to;  from  a  neglect  of  attention  to  this 

it 


(      3*      ) 

it  is  highly  probable  cold-bathing  has  by  fomc 
been  deemed  dangerous.  This  remark  was 
firft  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  after- 
wards more  particularly  infifted  on  by  Dr. 
White  of  Manchefler ;  the  former  of  thefe 
gentlemen  fays,  that ■*  although  women  ufually 
"  mifcarry  at  eleven  or  twelve  weeks,  the 
"  foetus  has  generally  been  blighted  or  remo- 
"  ved  out  of  the  circulation  at  feven  or  eight 
weeks.5*  This  fad:,  fays  Dr.  White,  fuggefts 
an  efTential  remark  concerning  bathing,  that  if 
it  be  not  begun  before  the  term  at  which  the 
uterine  fruit  is  generally  blighted,  no  good  can 
be  expected  from  it  in  preventing  mifcarriage, 
and  therefore  it  is  certainly  advifeable  to 
begin  and  continue  it  previous  and  fubfequent 
to  conception,  in  order  to  derive  that  benefit 
which  may  be  expected  from  the  remedy;  for 
it  is  unqueftionably  more  to  be  depended  on 
than  any  other  remedy  whatfoever.  To  this 
I  can'  bear  teftimony  from  my  own  experience, 
but  in  order  to  obtain  the  fanction  of  much 
higher  authority,  I  mail  take  the  liberty  of 
felecting  a  few  lines  from  the  gentleman  al- 
ready mentioned,  Dr.  White  : — "  I  can  now 

"  confirm 
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"  confirm  the  efficacy  of  the  preventive  reme- 
"  dy  from  ample  experience,  in  a  great  num- 
"  ber  of  different  conflitutions  ;  fo  efficacious 

V  indeed  it  has  proved,  that  I  have  not  known 
f?  a  fingle  inftance  of  its  failure,  except  where 
"  the  patient  has  received  fome  violent  injury. 
"  This  was  the  cafe  of  a  lady  who  mifcarried 
"  in  confequence  of  a  fall  down  flairs,  but 
"  returning  afterwards  to  the  ufe  of  the  bath, 
"  me  conceived  again,  and  continuing  the 
"  bathing  the  whole  period  of  geftation,  be- 
'*  came  the  happy   mother  of  a  fine  child, 

V  though  flie  had  before  met  with  frequent 
"   difappointments." — Vide  p.  363. 

Dr.  White,  however  fatisfied  with  the  ef- 
fec~l,  has  not  given  an  explanation  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  benefit  depends,  nor  is  it 
fo  effentialj  but  as  fome  might  be  more  recon- 
ciled to  the  practice  by.  this  circumftance,  I 
fhall  juft  ftate  what  I  conceive  its  fenfible  ef- 
fects. 

From  the  well-conducted  experiments  of 
many  ingenious  men,  it  appears  that  more 
matter  is  thrown  off  by  the  perforatory  veffels 
on  the  furface  of  the  fkin,  than  from  the  bow- 

E  els 
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els  or  kidneys,  or  any  other  outlets ;  now  the 
quantity  which  paffes  off  in  this  manner  muft 
depend  on  the  vigorous  action  of  the  extreme 
veffels.     In  weak  languid  habits   this  is  very 
defective,  the  furface  of  the  body  is  cold,  the 
veffels  are  weak,    and  as  there  is  no  active 
exercife   made  ufe   of    to   alter    this    condi- 
tion, if  the  digeftive  powers  are  unimpaired, 
plethora  muft  be  the  confequence :  by  means  of 
the  cold-bath  this  action  on  the  furface  of  the 
fkin  is  increafed,  and  by  encouraging  a  more 
active  fecretion,  it  muft  leflen  the  quantum  of 
circulating  fluids :  not  that  cold  itfelf  is  a  iti- 
mulant,  as  it  is  frequently  ftated  to  be,  cer- 
tainly not  j  cold  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
fedative,  directly  fedative.     It  is  owing  to  the 
body  coming  into  a  temperature  warmer  than 
the  bath  in  which  it  was  immerfed  that  the 
univerfal  glow  fucceeds,  and  thus  the  reaction 
of  the  fyftem  is  more  powerful;  nor  is  there- 
action  altogether  owing  to  this  caufe,  for  the 
fame  effect  enfues  when  the  blood  is  driven 
on  to  the  heart  by  fear,  in  which  cafe  a  greater 
action  becomes  neceffary  to  tranfmit  the  blood 
thrown  in  upon  it  by  the  conffriction  of  the 
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veflels :  this  increafed  action  of  the  hearty 
throwing  the  blood  with  more  vigor  to  the  fur- 
face,  brings  on  perfpi  rat  ion. 

This  explanation  of  the  effects  of  cold-bath- 
ing will,  I  truft,  be  productive  of  fome  prac- 
tical benefit,  as  it  will  mew  why  perfons  of 
debilitated  habits  mould  not  at  firft  bathe  too 
frequently;  for  the  increafed  excitement  thus 
produced,  if  too  frequently  repeated,  will  ex-- 
haufr.  rather  than  recruit  the  ftrength. 

Having  made  a  digremon  10  far  as  to  point 
out  the  bad  effects  of  too  much  indulgence, 
and  the  advantages  of  cold-bathing  in  reme- 
dying the  inconveniences  thus  incurred ;  I 
mall  return  to  confider  the  difeafes  to  which 
the  uterus  is  liable,  as  a  vafcidar  body. 

I  have  ftated  in  a  preceding  page,  that 
though  fome  women,  in  confeq;  ence  of  their 
mode  of  living  fecrete  a  larger  portion  of  blood 
than  others,  yet  that  after  a  time  being  habi- 
tual it  becomes  efTential;  and  therefore  they 
mould  be  careful  not  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
fuch  caufes  as  are  likely  to  interrupt  the  regu- 
lar   and    ufual    difcharge    of   this   function. 

E  2  When 
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When  by  any  means  this  happens,  or  when 
there  is,  from  the  want  of  proper  tone  in  the 
veffels  of  the  part,  an  interruption  to  the  (free 
circulation  of  blood  through  its  veffels,  then 
is  produced  that  ftate  which  I  now  proceed  to 
confider. 

A  Schirrus  of  the  Uterus. 

The  term  fchirrus  has  been  too  generally 
applied  to  tumors  of  different  defcriptions, 
which  is  an  unfortunate  circumftance,  fince 
we  are  from  cullom  led  to  afTociate  the  idea  of 
cancer  with  this  word  fchirrus  :  the  reafon  is 
very  apparent,  fince  the  moil  ordinary  flate 
of  the  part  preceding  cancerous  ulceration  is 
a  fchirrous  or  peculiar  induration. 

I  have  great  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  op- 
portunities I  have  had  of  gaining  experience 
in  thefe  complaints,  that  the  uterus,  though 
undoubtedly  liable  to  cancer  as  well  as  other 
parts  of  the  body,  is  by  no  means  fo  frequent- 
ly fo  as  has  been  imagined;  for  as  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  determine,  even  in  parts 

fubject 
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fubject  to  our  infpection,  whether  *  it  is  the 
malignant  fchirrus  or  not ;  fo  mufl  the  diffi- 
culty be  confiderably  greater  where  from  fitua- 
tion  this  advantage  is  loft :  it  is  on  this  ac- 
count, probably,  that  when  the  uterus  is  af- 
fected with  difeafe,  whofe  fymptoms  are  only 
equivocal  marks  of  cancer,  it  is  immediately 
conlidered  to  be  affected  with  that  complaint ; 
whereas,  in  a  great  number  of  inftances,  the 
difeafe  is  purely  of  a  fcrophulous  nature,  and 
therefore  in  general  curable. 

1  venture  to  make  this  affertion, 

Firft.  From  the  peculiar  functions  of  this 
vifcus,  which  having  at  all  times  a  considerable 
quantity  of  blood  determined  to,  and  not  al- 
ways being  capable  of  carrying  that  forward, 
it  muft  naturally  be  peculiarly  difpofed  to  en- 
largement aud  induration. 

Secondly.  When  nature  produces  a  revolu- 
tion in  the  female  constitution,  fuch  an  altera- 
tion, and  the  interruption  of  a  habit  that  has 

*  Vide  Mr.  Pearfon's  Obfervations  on  Cancerous  Com- 
plaints, who  has  confidered  the  fubject  with  great  judg- 
ment and  accuracy. 

con- 
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continued  twenty  or  thirty  years,  mud  like- 
wife  be  conducive  to  the  fame  effect. 

Thirdly.  Becaufe  the  characters  of  the  ex- 
quifitefchirrus  do  not  fo  often  exifl  in  the  part 
as  one  might  expect  from  the  frequency 
with  which  it  is  faid  to  be  attacked  by  cancer; 
and 

Fourthly,  and  laftly.  From  its  beiug  fre- 
quently cured  by  remedies  which  are  not  only 
infufficient  to  the  cure  of  cancer,  but  by  which 
that  difeafe  is  confiderably  aggravated. 

All  glandular  parts  are  more  complex  in 
their  ftructure  than  other  parts  of  the  body  ; 
their  vefTels  are  not  only  more  numerous  but 
more  convoluted,  which  is  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  accomplifhment  of  thofe  purpofes  for 
which  they  were  intended.  N  ow  as  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  more  complicated  the  procefs  the 
greater  the  danger  of  its  being  interrupted,  fo 
on  this  account  thefe  parts  are  much  more 
frequently  the  feat  of  difeafe  than  any  other 
parts  of  the  animal  body. 

If  the  uterus  itfelf  is  not  a  gland,  which  it 
would  perhaps  not  be  impoffible  to  prove, 
flill  it  fo  far  partakes   of  the  properties  of  a 
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gland  as  juft  now  enumerated,  as  to  be  liable 
to  fimilar  infirmities. 

In  a  fcrophulous  conflitution  where  we 
know  the  whole  vafcular  fyflem  is  weak  and 
relaxed,  is  it  not  likely  the  uterus  would  cor- 
refpond  with  the  constitutional  character  ;  or 
rather,  is  it  not  impoffible  almofl  it  mould  be 
otherwife,  and  if  fo  be  more  liable  to  thofe  af- 
fections dependant  on  what  has  been  denomi- 
nated a  fcrophulous  habit  ? 

To  infill  on  this  I  am  fure  would  be  unne- 
ceffary,  as  whoever  confiders  it  mufl  fee  the 
truth  of  the  obfervation. 

Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  what  is  more 
important,  the  diflinguifhing  fymptoms  of 
Schirrus,  as  the  forerunner  of  cancer,  com- 
monly called  exquifite  fcbirrus,  and  that  flate 
of  induration  which  I  have  flared  to  be  con- 
nected with  a  fcrophulous  habit,  and  is  there- 
fore a  more  tractable  complaint. 

An  induration  of  any  part  of  the  womb  not 
cancerous  may  be  known,  firfl,  by  the  cir- 
cumflances  which  have  preceded  its  appear- 
ance. 

If  a  perfon  has  had  a  difficult  labour,  or 

has 
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has  caught  cold  during  menftruation,  this  will 
probably  occalion  an  increafe  of  fize,  but  it  is 
not  neceiTarily  liable  to  cancer. 

Again  : — A  prolapfus  uteri  having  continued 
for  fome  time,  in  fome  degree  produces  a  ftric- 
ture  on  the  vefTels  of  the  womb,  and  is  the 
very  frequent  caufe  of fcrophulous  induration; 
and  here  I  mufr.  not  omit  to  ftate  that  the 
general  appearances  characteriitic  of  fcrophula 
will  have  fome  fhare  in  forming  our  opinion. 

Another  circumftance  of  confiderable  va- 
lidity is  the  degree  of  bulk  acquired  by  the 
part  j  for  inftance, 

When  cancers  take  place  in  the  lip,  the 
whole  lip  does  not  become  fwelled  and  aug- 
mented, but  one  particular  portion  of  it  lo- 
fing  its  natural  foftnefs  and  compreflibility, 
becomes  remarkably  hard  and  tenfe,  and  fo 
compacted  in  its  texture  as  to  intercept  all  cir- 
culation through  it. 

From  this  character  we  judge  of  its  malig- 
nant .tendency ;  fo  with  regard  to  the  uterus, 
if  the  os  uteri  only,  which  mull  be  difcovered 
per  tactum  ;  if  this,  I  fay  only,  or  if  a  part  of 
the  os  uteri   is   found  to  be  hard,  remarkably 
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hardt  without  the  womb  itfelf  being  increafed 
in  bulk,  we  may  fufpect,  even  previous  to  the 
acceffion  of  more  alarming  fy mptoms,  that 
the  event  will  ultimately  prove  deftructive;  fo, 
on  the  contrary,  when  on  the  patient's  firft 
complaining  of  uneafinefs  there  is  fuch  an  in- 
creafe  of  fize,  which  is  very  commonly  the 
cafe,  that  the  uterus  can  be  felt  thro'  the  ab- 
pominal  mufcles,  large  and  ponderous,  this, 
with  the  preceding  character  will  juftify  our 
aflurance  that  it  does  not  proceed  from  cancer. 

There  is  another  method  which  is  occa- 
sionally in  our  power,  and  I  don't  know  that 
this  has  been  taken  notice  of  by  authors. 

When  a  woman  is  pregnant,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour,  we  find  the  os  uteri  not 
only  not  dilated,  but  firm,  thickened,  and  fchir- 
rous  ;  if  this  is  merely  an  enlargement  arifing 
from  congeflion,  the  gradual  expulfive  efforts 
will  overcome  it,  and  the  delivery  be  com- 
pleted without  injury  ;  but  if  it  is  the  true  ex- 
quifite  fchirrus,  the  os  uteri  will  be  probably 
torn,  as  has  happened  in  feveral  inftances. 

The  mofl  unequivocal  diagnoftic,  however, 
by  which  we  can  be  governed  is   the  effect  of 
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mercurial  remedies  ;  thefe,  when  adminiftered 
to  cancerous  patients,  never  fail  to  heighten 
their  misfortunes  and  accelerate  their  diflblu- 
tion  :  but  under  the  ftate  of  difeafe  juft  men- 
tioned, are  more  falutary  and  certain  than  any 
other  article  of  the  materia  medica  :  however 
the  administration  of  this  remedy  will  come 
more  properly  under  the  next  feet  ion,  the 

Cure  fl/'ScHiRRUs. 

1  wifh  firft  of  all  to  premife,  as  a  preferva- 
tive  to  my  own  reputation,  that  under  this 
head,  I  mean  only  to  consider  that  fpecies 
which  I  have  admitted  under  the  term  fcro- 
phula. 

I  do  not  pretend,  or  would  I  wifh  it  by  any 
means  to  be  fuppofed  that  I  pretend,  to  cure 
that  inveterate  and  unconquerable  malady,  can- 
cer,  but  believing,  as  I  fincerely  do,  that  this 
term  is  often  improperly  applied  to  affections 
of  the  uterus,  I  would  in  many  instances  un- 
dertake to  cure  thofe  complaints  to  which  that 
character  has  been  affixed. 

The  curable  fchirrus,  then,  as  I  would  fpe- 
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cify  it,  is  evinced  by  a  fenfe  of  weight 
fulnefs  generally,  or  bearing  down,  with  fome 
interruption  to  the  difcharge  of  urine;  a  tenes- 
mus, or  inclination  to  ftool,  when  no  fceces 
are  difcharged  ;  and  a  fulnefs  with  a  percepti- 
ble hardnefs  above  the  pubis. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  though  not  fully  conclu- 
five,  are  Sufficient  for  our  purpofe ;  for  though 
it  may  with  juftiee  be  afferted  that  this  does 
not  clearly  difcriminate  between  fchirrus  and 
polypus,  yet  whenever  they  exift  they  are  fuf- 
ficient to  rouze  our  attention,  and  to  prevail 
on  the  patient  to  fubmit  to  the  only  accurate 
teft,  the  teff,  of  examination  per  taBmn, 

I  would  recommend  this  with  more  earneit- 
nefs,  iince  it  is  an  unfortunate  circumftance 
attendant  on  this  complaint,  that  it  advances 
to  a  confiderabie  ftage  before  it  is  djfcovered, 
or  before  it  excites  any  inconvenience  whereby 
we  might  be  led  to  difcoyer  it. 

If  this  publication,  therefore,  fhould  ever 
fall  into  the  hands  of  females  who  may  unfor- 
tunately become  the  Subject  of  this  difeale, 
and  indeed  I  would  make  the  fame  obfervation 
to  thofe  who  may  attend  them,  whenever  there 
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is  this  fenfation  prefent,  a  bearing  down  into 
the  vagina  more  than  ufual,  immediate  atten- 
tion and  inveftigation  become  necefTary. 

I  had  an  opportunity  very  lately  of  obferving 
this  in  a  lady  in  New-ftreet,  to  whom  I  was 
fent  for  in  hafte :  on  my  arrival  enquiring 
into  her  complaints,  fhe  told  me  fhe  had  been 
very  well  till  a  day  before,  when  from  being 
evpofed  to  cold  me  had  brought  on  a  violent 
pain  in  her  bowels,  and  had  a  confiderable 
pain  at  the  bottom  of  the  belly  when  preffed 
upon  ;  her  bowels  were  perfectly  relaxed. 

As  this  fymptom,  pain  to  the  touch,  was 
of  fome  confequence,  I  put  my  hand  on  the 
abdomen  to  examine  it,  and  could  evidently 
difcover,  though  I  was  able  to  make  only  a 
flight  preflure,  that  there  was  an  enlargement 
of  the  uterus.  I  immediately  recommended 
the  application  of  a  dozen  leeches,  to  be  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  blifter,  and  ordered  her  likewife 
fome  febrifuge  medicines,-  by  this  means  the 
fymptoms  were  confiderably  relieved,  but  not 
removed. 

The  next  day,  therefore,  I  prefcribed  warm 
fomentations,  with  the  ufe  of  a  large  clyfter 
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compofed  of  infuf.  lini.  fxiv.  tin6t.  opii.  3ij. 
This  acting  as  a  fomentation  gave  confidera- 
ble  relief,  and  the  inflammatory  iymptoms 
were  almoft  fubdued. 

As  fhe  complained  of  a  bearing  down,  I 
was  permitted  to  examine  her  per  vaginam,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  confiderably  thickened,  at 
the  fame  time  that  I  could  evidently  difcover 
by  external  examination,  that  the  uterus  itfelf 
was  enlarged. 

1  then  interrogated  her  more  clofely  with 
refpecl:  to  the  progrefs  of  other  fymptoms,  for 
I  fufpected  this  difeafe  muft  have  been  gradu- 
ally encreafing  for  feveral  months.  She  ac- 
knowledged, on  recollection,  having  felt  fome 
unufual  fenfations,  fuch  as  a  weight  at  the 
part,  and  a  difficulty  of  making  water,  with 
an  urgent  inclination  to  go  to  ftool,  without 
much  actual  neceflity ;  but  thefe  not  interfer- 
ing with  her  ufual  domeftic  occupations,  {he 
had  advanced  fo  far  without  deeming  it  of  con- 
fequence. 

I  now  recommended  the  ufe  of  the  volatile 
liniment  with  mercurial  ointment,  and  mild 
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aperient  medicines,  by  which  means  fhe  was 
perfectly  recovered. 

Having  adduced  this  cafe  in  order  to  fhew 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  originating  from  this  fource,  it  will  like- 
wife  ferve  in  a  great  meafure  to  point  out  the 
method  of  treatment. 

When  this  enlargement  is  accompanied,  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe,  with  inflammation,  it 
muft  be  treated  by  the  common  remedies  which 
fuch  a  ftate  requires,  taking  care  to  keep  the 
patient  in  an  horizontal  pofture  conftantly, 
which  is  of  the  utmoft  confequence,  for  as 
the  uterus  when  enlarged  muir.  in  the  upright 
pofture  of  the  body  reft  upon  the  bones  of  the 
pubis,  the  preiTure  of  fuch  a  hard  body  mull 
aggravate  the  inflammation.  A  punctual  ob- 
fervance  of  this  advice  is  an  eiTential  ftep  to- 
wards the  cure,  becaufe  that  part  of  the  bones 
which  is  called  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  in  fome 
perfons  proves  the  remote  caufe  of  the  difeafe  : 
the  edge  or  brim  being  fo  acute  as  to  keep  up 
a  conftant  irritation  on  the  uterus ;  under  fuch 
cafes  it  is  obvious  little  benefit  can  be  derived 
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from  other  remedies,  unlefs  this  circumftance 
be  attended  to. 

Another  thing  to  be  obferved,  is,  not  to 
adminiffer  any  cathartic  remedy,  whofe  action 
is  particularly  directed  to  the  lower  interlines  ; 
hence  all  aloetic  medicines  mull  be  avoided. 
Jalap  and  rhubarb  are  likewife  on  the  fame 
principle  exceptionable  ;  calomel  is  by  far  the 
befl,  and  mould  be  given  in  fuch  large  dofes, 
as  to  act  as  a  purgative. 

The  ufe  of  leeches  likewife  is  aavifeable, 
which  is  of  fervice  in  two  ways,  not  merely  by 
leiTening  inflammation,  but  by  preventing 
that  depofition  w7hich  muft  otherwife  be  re- 
moved by  the  more  gradual  procefs  of  abforp- 
tion. 

Having  by  this  means  and  a  flrict  attention 
to  the  antiphlogiffic  diet  conquered  the  inflam- 
matory flage,  we  mull  ufe  mercury  in  a  dif- 
ferent manner :  the  ungcntum  mercuriale  for- 
tius mould  be  rubbed  in  every  night  to  the 
quantity  of  a  drachm  on  the  abdomen,  taking 
care  that  the  friction  be  continued  till  the 
whole  is  abforbed.  This  mould  be  repeated 
every  night  till  a  flight  falivation  is   produced, 
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which  fhould  be  continued  for  fome  weeks, 
under  which  the  patient  will  experience  evident 
amendment.  The  mercury,  though  the  prin- 
cipal a^ent,  is  not  the  only  remedy  in  this 
cafe,  as  the  friction  on  the  part  is  of  no  infig- 
nificant  utility.  At  the  fame  time,  or  in  con- 
junction with  the  fame  remedies,  the  volatile 
liniment  applied  to  the  abdomen  will  be  found 
highly  beneficial ;  a  pure  healthy  atmofphere 
is  here  alfo  exceedingly  effential,  and  the  bowels 
fhould  be  kept  moderately  open.  It  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  the  inflammatory  ftage 
paffes  off  not  by  refolution  but  by  fuppuration, 
an  abfcefs  is  formed,  and  matter  is  discharged 
from  the  vagina  in  confiderable  quantity;  this 
will  ftill  corroborate  our  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

The  matter  of  cancer,  when  a  part  affected 
with  that  difeafe  becomes  ulcerated,  is  at  firft, 
fmall  and  inconfiderable :  it  is  not  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  tumor  itfelf  refolved  and  concoct- 
ed into  pus,  which  having  made  an  outlet 
proves  at  once  a  crifis  to  the  fymptoms  ;  it  is 
an  ulceration  on  the  furface  and  not  in  the  fub- 
ftance,  and  as  this  furface  becomes  more  en- 
larged 
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larged  and  the  matter  more  corrofive,  the  dis- 
charge is  daily  augmented ;  but  with  regard 
to  the  other  fpecies  of  fchirrus,  when  an  ab- 
fcefs  is  formed,  the  difcharge  at  firft  is  abun- 
dant, and  gradually  diminifhes  in  quantity  if 
properly  treated. 

When  this  is  the  cafe  a  certain  modiflcaticn 
of  the  treatment  becomes  neceffary.     We  have 
not  the  fame  object  in  view  ;  what   was  to 
have   been  attempted   by  abfortion  will  now 
moft  probably   be   effected   by    fuppuration, 
and  we  muft  fupport  the  patient  under  the  pro- 
cefs  by  bark  and  tonics  ;  but  the  principal  re- 
medy, and  what  is  not  generally  fufficiently 
efteemed  or  relied  on,  is,  the  ufe  of  detergent 
injections  adminiitered   not  merely  to  the  os 
uteri,  but  thrown  into  the  cavity  of  that  organ, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon. 

It  is  of  the  greateiT.  confequence  that  the 
matter  mould  not  be  fuffered  to  lodge,  as  it 
will,  however  mild  and  innoxious,  become 
foetid  and  acrimonious;  and  on  this  account 
I  place  little  dependence  on  the  fcetor  of  the 
difcharge  as  an  indication  of  cancer.  Do  not 
the  lochia  when  retained  foon  become  highly 

G  putrid 
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putrid  and  offensive?  under  puerperal  fevers, 
is  not  this  very  remarkable  ?  and  yet  who 
thinks  of  cancer  then  ?  I  am  furprifed,  there- 
fore, when  I  hear  this  fymptom  mentioned  as 
a  fign  of  one  particular  difeafe,  which  is  com^ 
mon  to  feveral. — With  regard  to 

Cancer  of  the  Womb, 

I  wifh  I  could  contradict  by  my  own  expe- 
rience the  term  fo  univerfally  applied  to  it, 
opprobium  medicorum ;  but  all  that  can  be  at- 
tempted, I  am  afraid,  will  only  prove  palli- 
ative. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  exiftence  of  this 
difeafe,  befides  the  fymptoms  enumerated 
above,  will  be  found  an  acute  fhooting  pain, 
accompanied  or  followed  with  a  fenfation  of 
burning  heat,  the  os  uteri  being  at  one  period 
of  the  difeafe  exceffively  painful  to  the  touch, 
the  difcharge,  which  is  always  fcetid,  gradu- 
ally becoming  more  abundant,  and  what  is 
more  characteriftic  perhaps  than  any  other 
fymptom,  the  altered  flate  of  the  vagina,  which 

is 
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is  of  a  cartilaginous  fubftance,  with  irregular 
warty  excrefcences. 

Under  this  deplorable  Situation,  the  ufe  of 
opium  and  other  narcotics  will  be  of  fervice 
in  mitigating  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 
Opium  is  attended  with  one  inconvenience,  for 
as  it  is  neceffary  to  take  it  in  large  dofes  before 
it  procures  eafe,  it  renders  the  bowels  ob- 
stinately conftive ;  this  muft  be  corrected  by 
mild  aperient  medicines,  but  all  aloeties 
mould  be  avoided. 

As  the  tranfition  from  fchirrus  to  cancer  is 
always  accompanied  with  inflammation,  what- 
ever will  diminifh  this  will  retard  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe. 

Mr.  Fearon,  who  was  the  principal  advo- 
cate for  this  remedy,  has  lliewn  its  advantages 
in  a  very  forcible  manner  in  the  treatife  pub- 
lifhed  by  him. 

Hence  the  ufe  of  leeches  to  the  abdomen 
are  very  beneficial,  but  as  the  quantity  drawn 
by  them  is  inconfiderable,  it  mould  be  remem- 
bered that  ten  or  twelve,  or  even  more,  mould 
be  applied  at  once.  Anodyne  clyfters  are 
like  wife  not  to   be   omitted.     The  fympathy 

G  2  which 
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which  exifts  between  the  rectum  and  the  ute-_ 
rus  renders  applications  of  this  description 
highly  advantageous,  befides  the  tenefmus 
brought  on  by  the  preffure  of  the  uterus  in 
this  part  is  hereby  much  abated. 

Mr.  Juftamond  llrongly  recommends  a  hem- 
lock bath,  which  no  doubt  is  worth  trying, 
fince  the  medicine  itfelf  taken  inwardly  is  of 
confiderable  fervice.  As  to  arfenical  prepara- 
tions, which  many  have  been  tempted  to 
believe  fpecific,  I  think  they  will  only  be 
found  to  anfwer  this  expectation  when  it  can 
be  immediately  applied  to  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe;  but  as  this,  under  the  prefent  complaint 
is  impracticable,  its  internal  administration 
mould  be  prohibited. 

Since  the  fymptoms  of  cancer,  as  I  have 
already  ftated,  are  not  always  decisive,  and  as 
I  have  ventured  ftill  further  to  affert  that  here 
it  was  more  frequently  apprehended  than  there 
was  real  reafon  for,  we  are  authorized  to  fup- 
port  our  patient  by  the  hope  of  a  happy  ter- 
mination. 

To  fhew  under  what  difcou raging  circum- 
ilances  this  event  has  taken  place,  I  mail  clofe 

this 
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this  part  of  the  prefent  treatife  with  the  hiftory 
of  a  cafe  communicated  forne  years  fince  by 
Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon  ;  and  as  it  is  highly  in- 
terfiling and  proves  how  deceitful  and  uncer- 
tain are  the  fymptoms  of  cancer,  I  (hall  de- 
liver it  without  abridgement  or  alteration. 

He  begins  his  narrative  by  faying,  "  I  (hall 
not  ajfzrt  that  confirmed  cancer  of  the  uterus 
can  be  cured,  efpeciajly  if  the  patient  is  above 
forty ;  but  I  muft  own  that  I  have  known 
cafes  in  which  the  womb  has  been  fchirrous, 
and  extremely  painful,  accompanied  with  other 
fymptoms  fo  much  like  a  cancer  as  to  have 
been  miftaken  for  one :  to  illuftrate  this  I  mail 
infert  the  two  *  following  cafes,  allowing  the 
reader  to  judge  for  himfelf. 

"CASE    I. 

"  Mrs.  Weft  (at  the  Style  in  Kew  parifh) 
in  the  time  of  her  fixth  pregnancy  had  a  dis- 
charge like  the  fluor  albus,  which  continued 
till  fhe  was  delivered.  She  had  enjoyed  a 
good  ftate  of  health  till  that  time    without  any 

*  I  have  only  fcleded  the  fiift,  whkh  is  the  mod  re- 
markable. 

fuch 
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fuch  complaint,  and  was  now  in  the  29th 
year  of  her  age ;  her  hufband  was  healthy, 
and  had  no  complaint ;  the  child  proved  fo 
likewife,  and  had  not  the  leaft  appearance  of 
humor  upon  him.  After  this  delivery  the 
difcharge  was  more  troublefome,  and  continu- 
ed fo  during  all  the  time  of  her  feventh  preg- 
nancy. 

"  The  hufband  had  Hill  no  complaint,  and 
the  child  alio  was  very  healthy  without  any 
humor  about  him.  After  the  birth  of  this 
child  the  dilcharge  became  a  little  foetid,  and 
fo  very  copious  that  her  Strength  was  greatly 
reduced  bv  it.  She  neverthelefs  had  the  cata- 
menia  regularly,  and  there  were  no  ulcers 
within  the  vagina  or  about  the  labia  pudendi. 

"  In  a  few  months  the  had  the  advice  of 
the  late  Dr.  Smell ie,  who  affured  her  that  it 
proceeded  only  from  a  weaknefs  of  the  uterus. 

"  Some  time  after  this,  fhe  fent  for  an  old 
and  experienced  furgeon  who  brought  a  man- 
midwife  with  him,  and  after  examination  they 
were  both  of  opinion  that  it  was  a  weaknefs 
occasioned  by  her  child ing  fair.  The  difcharge 
proving  itill  more  troublefome,  attended  with 

pain 
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pain  about  the  fmall  of  the  back,  and  region  of 
the  pelvis,  fhe  applied  to  a  perfon  who  pro- 
feiTed  furgery,  and  was  by  him  advifed  to 
be  falivated.  He  called  to  his  affiflance  a  phy- 
iician,  who  likewife  aifenting,  (lie  underwent 
the  operation  by  inunction  at  the  performs 
houfe  in  December  175 1 .  The  falivation  was 
kept  up  very  copiotifly  for  above  feven  weeks, 
and  her  ftrength  was  thereby  fo  much  reduced 
that  it  was  above  fix  weeks  more  before  me 
could  be  removed  to  her  own  houfe  at  only  the 
diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

"  In  confequence  of  the  falivation  the  dis- 
charge ftopped,  and  me  felt  a  burning  pain 
about  the  upper  part  of  the  facrum  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  pelvis  and  womb.  She  had  no 
difficulty  then  in  difcharging  her  urine,  but 
was  extremely  coftive  and  continued  to  be  fo : 
in  the  time  of  falivation  fhe  had  the  catamenia 
very  freely,  but  not  the  lead,  appearance  of 
them  ever  afterwards.  She  foon  became  very 
uneafy,  and  felt  in  herfelf  that  the  womb  was 
larger  than  ufual,  occasioning  a  fenfation  of  a 
bearing  down  on  the  perinasum,  by  which,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  the  violence  of  the  pain,  fhe  could 
neither  lit  nor  walk  upright. 

"  About  fix  weeks- after  fhe  had  returned 
home  fhe  went  to  London,  and  had  the  ad- 
vice of  four  phyficians  and  four  furgeons  (be- 
longing to  one  of  the  hofpitals)  one  of  whom 
was  a  man-midwife :  they  were  all  of  opinion 
that  the  difeafe  was  cancerous. 

11  She  was  ordered  the  ufe  of  nitrous  me- 
dicines, gentle  purges,  and  ah  injection, 
which  was  to  be  thrown  up  by  the  nurfe ; 
but  finding  fhe  had  no  relief,  they  advifed  her 
to  return  home. 

"  The  pain  had  now  increafed  greatly  and 
raged  with  fuch  violence  that  fhe  could  hardly 
contain  herfelf,  having  never  any  eafe  or  fleep 
neither  day  or  night  except  when  obtained  by 
opium. 

"  About  a  month  being  thus  elapfed  fhe 
applied  to  two  other  phyficians  as  eminent  in 
midwifery  as  any  in  London,  they  were  alfo 
of  opinion  that  it  was  cancerous — however  they 
took  her  under  care,  in  order  to  give  all  the 
afliftance  in  their  power.  Clyfters  and  gentle 
purgatives  were  ordered^  an  ilTue  was  made  in 

each 
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each  leg,  but  not  discharging  properly  and 
being  extremely  painful  they  were  foon  dried 
Up. 

"  One  of  the  phyficians  injected  the  uterus 
himfelf  with  the  greateft  tendernefs,  but  the 
pain  which-  me  felt  at  each  time  being  fo  ex- 
tremely violent  as  to  occafion  faintings,  and 
fometimes  convulfions,  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
fill  and  fhe  returned  home. 

"  She  next  applied  to  the  late  Mr.  Ward, 
who  finding  he  could  do  her  no  good  was  fo 
honorable  as  to  tell  her  fo,  but  rather  too 
haftily  added  *  that  fhe  had  better  go  home  to 
be  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  furgeon  who 
falivated  her, 

"  After  this  fhe  had  the  advice  of  the  phy- 
ficians and  furgeons  of  Guy's  Hofpital,  but 
her  ftay  there  was  fo  very  fhort,  that  fuch 
means  as  they  recommended  could  not  have 
time  to  take  effect. 

"  A  foreign  gentleman  having  firfl  obtained 
a  bond  from  the  hufband  to  pay  him  a  hun- 
dred pounds  if  he  cured  her,  took  her  next 
under  his  care  :  he  attended  her  fix  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  gave  her  various  medi- 
H  cines, 
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cines,  and  a  large  iyringe  with  directions  to 
inject  herfelf,  but  finding  he  gained  no  advan- 
tage of  the  difeafe,  the  cafe  inftead  of  being 
alleviated  growing  ftill  worfe,  he  refigned  the 
bond  and  patient  alfo. 

"  Whilft  flie  paffed  through  this  tragick 
fcene,  which  was  really  more  horrid  than  is 
here  defcribed,  fhe  was  feen  by  feveral  physi- 
cians and  furgeons  of  great  repute  befides  thofe 
mentioned  j  all  enquired  into  the  cafe,  but 
none  difcovered  means  which  gave  relief. 

V  Novemb.  22d,  1752,  I  was  defired  to  fee 
her,  but  when  I  enquired  into  the  cafe  I  was 
afraid  to  meddle  with  it;  however,  being 
much  importuned,  1  undertook  to  give  her 
what  relief!  could. 

*'  Before  I  did  any  thing  I  waited  on  one 
of  the  phyficians  under  vvhofe  care  me  had 
been,  in  order  to  be  well  informed  of  the  dis- 
order, and  of  the  means  which  had  been  tried. 
The  gentleman  told  me  with  the  greater!:  can- 
dour not  only  the  means  which  had  been  ufed, 
but  that  the  cafe  was  judged  to  be  cancerous. 

"  I  confefs  I  was  much  difcouraged,  but  to 
make  good  my  promife  I  waited  on  her  again 
and  found  her  as  follows.  "  She 
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"  She  was  greatly  emaciated,  her  pulfe  was 
low  and  quick;  fhe  faid  fhe  felt  a  burning 
pain  in  the  womb  and  all  round  it,  fometimes 
as  high  as  the  fmalf  of  the  back;  the  uterus 
feemed  to  be  as  large  as  it  ufually  is  between 
the  third  and  fourth  month  of  geftation,  and 
felt  hard  like  a  board.  There  was  a  little  dif- 
charge  which  fmelled  foetid,  and  feemed  to 
proceed  from  the  cavity  of  the  uterus. 

ls  There  was  alfo  a  little  preternatural 
riling  or  prominency  on  one  fide  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  orifice, 

"  The  pain  was  fo  extreme,  that  for  many 
months  fhe  had  no  eafe,  and  never  ,  flept  ex- 
cept in  fhort  llumbers  when  intirely  worn 
down  by  continual  agony.  I  began  the  cure 
as  follows: 

No.  i.     R  Salis  Nitri  purifkati  grana  duodecim.     Pul- 
veris  Chel.  Cancrorum  et  Spermatis  Ceti. 
Singulorum  fcrupulum  u'nam,  mifce,  fiat  pulvis, 
fexta    quaque   hora,    fumendus,    in    hauftulo 
aquae  hordeatae. 

^Io.  2.     J}£  Ele&uarii  Lenitivi  fefquiunciam. 
Pulveris  Jalapii  drachmas  duas. 
Syrupi  Rofarum  folutivi  quantum  fufficit. 
mifce.  fiat  E!e£tuarium.  cujus  capiat  quanti- 
tatem  nucis  Mofchatas  no£te  maneque,  vel  pro 
Re  nata. 
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No.  3.    I#  Foliorura  Malvas.     Artemifnae. 
Singulorum  femiunciam. 
Hordeatae  Perlatse  uncias  duas. 
Coque  in  Aquae  fontana:  quantitate  fufrtciente 
ad  uncias  fex    colatur.    adde  Adipis  Anferim 
purificati  uncias  tres.  mifceantur,  et  fiat  injec- 
t!Q  pro  utero. 

"  One  half  of  this  injection  was  ufed  in 
the  morning  and  the  other  in  the  evening,  the 
adeps  being  added  at  the  time  of  uling. 
Sometimes  the  fyringe  was  filled  with  the 
adeps  alone  and  injected  laft;  it  was  applied 
to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  by  a  fyringe  like 
that  delineated  in  plate  X.  and  in  fucH  man- 
ner as  fhall  be  defcribed  in  the  next  chapter  *• 

*  The  manner  of  injecting  the  uterus  ought  to  be 
properly  underftood  by  the  perfon  who  attempts  it,  and 
fhould  be  done  with  a  great  deal  of  delicacy  and  caution; 
for  the  parts  are  fometimes  from  inflammation  and  difeafe 
fo  exquifnely  fenfible,  that  all  rough  management  will  be 
infupportable,  and  will  not  fail  to  augment  the  fufferingsof 
the  patient.  That  the  applications  to  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus itfelf  are  ufeful  and  necefTary  is  evinced  by  the  prefent 
cafe,  and  I  do  not  fee  how  a  difeafe  can  be  cured  by  local 
remedies,  if  they  do  not  come  into  immediate  contact  with 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  This  is  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
fome  refpe£lab!e  practitioners  ;  Dr.  Denman,  particularly, 
who   prohibits    the  attempt,  and  very  poflibly  he    might 

have 
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"  At  firft  I  could  not  pafs  the  canula 
above  a  quarter  of  an  inch  within  the  os  uteri, 
but  in  procefs  of  time,  the  paiTage  through  the 
cervix  became  more  open,  fo  that  in  a  month's 
time  about  an  inch  and  a  half  went  readily 
within  the  orifice  without  giving  pain,  or  even 
uneafinefs. 

"  This  operation  was  continued  about  feven 
weeks.  In  fourteen  days  after  it  was  begun 
the  catamenia,  which  fhe  had  not  feen  the  leafl 
fign  of  for  above  eleven  months,  appeared  and 
continued  near  three  days,  though  very  little 
in  quantity.  I  ftiii  periifted  in  uling  the  in- 
jection, and  continued  it  till  the  next  return, 
which  happened  about  the  28th  day  follow- 
ing. Then  I  deiifted  in  order  to  know  what 
nature  would  do  by  herfelf,  and  finding  now 
that  the  catamenia  were  of  a  pretty  good  colour 
and  quantity,  that  the  uterus  was  lelfened  and 
not  quite  fo  hard  nor  painful  as  when  I  began, 
I  only  injected  about  a  week  longer  and  then 
left  off.  * 

have  been  influenced  in  giving  this  advice  from  a  conviction 
of  the  incapacity  of  thofe  who  might  fometimes  undertake 
the  operation. 

"  During 
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"  During  the  feven  weeks  of  this  operation, 
efpecially  at  Aril,  the  felt  fuch  a  violent  pain 
through  the  whole  region  of  the  pelvis,  as  tp 
make  me  fufpect  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  to 
be  fometimes  in  one  part  and  at  other  times 
in  another.  The  uterus  prefTed  upon  the  necjc 
of  the  bladder,  and  occafioned  at  times  an  un- 
eafinefs  and  difficulty  in  difcharging  the  urine, 
and  being  examined  by  way  of  the  rectum,  it 
felt  fo  very  bulky  and  prefTed  fo  much  againf!: 
that  inteftine,  as  to  make  me  conjecture  that 
this  was  one  reafon  of  her  being  fo  extremely 
coftive. 

"  In  fhort,  the  violence  of  the  pain  made 
her  complaints  fo  affecting,  fhe  often  making 
ufe  of  this  expreffion,  viz.  "  that  Jhe  had  a 
ji re  within  her,"  that  I  dreaded  feeing  her; 
but  confidering  that  the  fymptoms  were  not 
aggravated  by  the  operation,  that  it  rather  al- 
leviated them,  that  fhe  was  impatient  for  the 
time  of  my  attendance,  and  that  the  cavity  of 
the  uterus  felt  more  open,  1  was  thereby  en- 
couraged to  proceed. 

* '  The  foft  and  cooling  medicines  were  COn- 
tinued,  an  opiate  was  given  when  the  pain 

was 
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was  outrageous ;  the  body  was  kept  open  by ; 
the  electuary,  and  when  that  failed  other  ape- 
ritives and  emollient  clyfiers  alio  were  given  % 
and  moreover  fome  of  the  uterine  injection 
was  fometimes  thrown  into  the  rectum. 

"  She  now  could  get  out  of  bed  and  fit  up 
a  little,  which  was  more  than  me  had  been 
able  to  do  for  feveral  months  before. 

**  She  fometimes  complained  of  the  pain 
being  violent  about  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
which  made  me  try  the  following  enema : 

No.  4,     R  Terebanthinas  communis  femiunciam. 
Spermatis  Ceti  drachmas  duas. 
Solve  fimul  in  Vitello  ovi  unius  delnde  addc 
Dccocli  communis  pro  Clyftere  uncius  fex. 
mi  fee. 

<e  As  fhe  thought  that  this  gave  her  fome 
relief  it  was  continued  once  or  twice  a  day, 
till  having  no  effect  3  thirty  or  forty  drops  of 
the  tinctura  thebaica  were  then  added,  by  which 
fhe  at  firft  found  confiderable  eafe;  but  this 
lofing  effecl:  alfo,  the  tincture  was  increafed  to 
one  drachm.  Finding  now  that  opium  given 
in  this  way  afforded  more  relief  than  when  it 
was  taken  by  the  mouth,  and  not  being  certain 

but 
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but  the  continuance  of  the  terebinthina  might 
caufe  too  much  heat,  I  therefore  directed  the 
following : 

No.  5.     R  Mellis  unci  am  dimidiam. 

Sperrnatis  Ceti  foliiti  drachmas  duos. 
Tindturs  Thebaicas  drachmam  unam. 
Aquse  Hordeats  uncias  fex. 
Mifce,  fiat  enema  pro  re  nata  injiciendum. 

'*  This  enema,  the  tinctura  thebaica  being 
at  laft  increafed  to  two  drachms,  was  given 
at  times  to  procure  refpites  of  eafe,  efpecially 
when  fhe  was  exhaufted  by  the  pain,  till  the 
latter  end  of  February  1753  ;  at  which  time 
being  well  convinced  fhe  was  better  in  every 
refpecl,  I  advifed  her  to  leave  it  off  entirely. 

"  She  tried  it,  but  having  ftill  a  fenfation 
of  the  burning  pain,  though  not  near  to  that 
degree  as  it  had  been  j  having  enjoyed  fome 
refrefhing  ilumber  by  means  of  the  opiate,  fhe 
importuned  me  hard  for  the  liberty  of  having 
fome  of  it  by  her  :  I  therefore  allowed  her  to 
take  it  in  drops  when  fhe  found  the  neceffity 
urgent. 

"  With  this  fhe  went  on  till  May,  when 
at  laft  taking  it  fo  freely  as  to  an  hundred  and 
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fifty  and  fometimes  two  hundred  drops  in  a 
day  and  night,  whereby  fhe  became  continu- 
ally intoxicated,  I  prohibited  its  ufe  totally 
from  an  apprehenfion  that  it  muft  hinder  or 
difturb  the  efforts  which  nature  feemed  to  be 
making '  towards  a  gradual  recovery;  for  ilie 
was  now  manifeftly  in  better  health.  She 
could  walk  and  ftand  more  upright  though 
not  quite  erect ;  the  catamenia  had  continued 
regular  as  to  time,  but  were  ftill  very  fmall 
in  quantity,  and  but  of  fbort  duration,  which, 
as  I  imagined,  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to 
the  ufe  of  the  opium.  The  uterus  itfelf  felt 
leffened,  and  not  fo  hard,  and  there  was  no 
difcharge. 

"  The  medicines  befide  thofe  mentioned 
which  were  taken  during  this  time  were  thofe 
of  the  nitrous  and  fofteft  kinds  j  the  body  was 
kept  open  by  gentle  aperients,  as  the  above 
electuary,  manna,  tamarinds,  purging  falts, 
&c.  oleum  amygdalarum  dulcium  being  fome- 
times added,  and  when  the  coftivenefe  render- 
ed thefe  and  an  enema  ineffectual,  aloetic  pills 
were  given  ;  and  when  thefe  failed  likewife, 
which  fometimes  happened,  an  equal  quantity 
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of  argent :  viv.  being  added  (S  A)  they  gene- 
rally fucceeded. 

"  One  thing  1  muft  here  obferve,  viz.  that 
I  cannot  find  by  my  notes  that  me  was  ever 
bled  during  all  this  time;  iffhewas  not,  ex- 
perience makes  me  think  this  was  an  omif- 
fion. 

"  Having  debarred  her  now  from  the  ufe  of 
opium,  and  fhe  ftill  feeling  pain,  which  al- 
though not  violent  was  yet  hard  to  bear  always, 
and  being  advifed  by  fome  of  her  acquaintance 
to  go  to  St.  George's  Hofpital,  fhe  accordingly 
went,  and  was  admitted,  and  ftaid  there  about 
three  months. 

"  In  a  day  or  two  after  {he  had  been  taken 
in  fhe  was  examined  by  one  of  the  furgeons 
of  the  hoipital,  who  had  knowledge  in  mid* 
wifery,  and  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he 
found  neither  difeafe  nor  any  thing  unufual  in 
refpect  to  the  uterus. 

"  She  was  now  bled  once  or  twice  in  a 
week  in  fmall  quantities  for  fome  time,  and 
then  not  fo  often.  The  medicines  which  fhe 
took  were  nitre,  purging  faits,  manna,  olenm 
amygdalarum  dulcium,  opium,  and  fbmetimes 
pills  with  the  fcetid  gums. 

"  Not- 
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s*  Notwith {landing  the  advantage  of  this 
very  rational  plan,  conducted  by  the  judgment 
of  very  experienced  and  {kilful  phyficians,  fhe 
returned  home  with  nearly  the  fame  degree  of 
pain.  I  thought  that  it  appeared  rather  leflen- 
ed,  but  fhe  would  not  acknowledge  it. 

"  She  continued  an  out-patient  for  fome 
time,  but  finding  the  pain  ftill  continue,  on 
the  26th  February  1 754,  I  was  defired  to  at- 
tend her  again. 

"  I  now  found  the  uterus  moftly,  if  not 
entirely,  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  fhe  went 
to  the  hofpital,  though  the  catamenia  had  ftill 
returned  at  the  regular  periods. 

"  About  fix  ounces  of  blood,  which  was 
very  lizy,  were  now  taken  from  the  arm,  and 
fhe  was  defired  to  take  an  aperient  electuary, 
like  that  which  was  firft  prefcribed. 

"  On  the  24th  of  March  I  ordered  her  the 
following  pills : 

No.  6.  R  ./Ethiopis  Antimonialis  (a  Pharmacopoeia  Doc- 
toris  James)  Drachmas  duas  et  dimidium. 
PulverisRheidrachmamdimidiamm,ucilaginis 
e  Gummi  Arabico  quantum  fufficit,  mifce, 
fiant  pilulse  numero  triginti  quarum  capiat 
duo  omni  no£te. 
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"  Thefe  pills  were  continued  to  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  during  which  time  the  body- 
was  kept  open,  and  about  once  a  week  fhe 
took  a  purging  draught  or  a  dofe  of  cathartic 
pills.  She  was  alfo  bled  twice  more,  and  the 
uterus  was  injected  again  during  the  fpace  of 
about  fourteen  days. 

"  After  this  fhe  felt  a  violent  itching  with- 
in the  pelvis,  vagina,  and  labia  pudendi ;  this 
pruritus  being  extremely  troublefome,  I  de- 
fired  her  to  wafh  the  labia  and  fyringe  the  va- 
gina once  or  twice  a  day  with  the  following 
lotion : 

No.  7.     R  Mercurii  corroflvi  fublimati. 
Drachmam  dimidiam. 
Aqua?  Calcis  libram  unam. 
Mellis  Rofarum  unciam  unam,  mifce. 

"  As  this  gave  her  fome  relief  Ihe  con- 
tinued the  ufe  of  it  till  Auguft.  In  Septem- 
ber a  large  iffue  was  made  by  a  cauftic  above" 
the  knee,  which  difcharged  plentifully.  J 
alfo  ordered  the  following  electuary  and 
water  : 

No.  8.     R  Sponglas  uftse  unciam  unam. 
Salis  Nitri  drachmas  duas. 
Conferva  Rofarum  rubrarum  unciam  Semis. 

Syrupi 
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Syrupi  fimplicis  quantum  fufficiat,  mifceantur 
et  fiat  Ele&uarium  de  quo  capiat  quantitatem 
nucis  Mofcbatas  bis  de  die  fuperbibendo  librara 
dirnidiam  aquae  marinas. 

4  c  This  electuary  and  water  were  continued 
to  the  middle  of  November.  She  was  now 
manifeftly  better,  both  in  refpect  of  health  and 
to  the  abatement  of  pain. 

"  In  the  latter  end  of  January,  1755,  and 
beginning  of  February,  fhe  was  troubled  with 
a  difficulty  in  making  water,  for  which  ihe 
was  blooded,  and  took  fome  oily  aperients. 

"  The  caufe  of  this  complaint  became  foon 
manifeft,  by  a  very  natural  enlargement  of  the 
uterus ;  for  the  hulband  (with  whom  I  had 
often  joaked)  had  played  his  part  fo  well, 
that  on  the  fixth  day  of  June  following  I  deli- 
vered her  of  a  fori,  who  is  now  alive,  and 
lince  that  time  I  have  delivered  her  of  five 
more  children. 

V  With  refpecl  to  the  uterus,  I  found  no- 
thing unufual,  the  placenta  alfo  was  natural 
and  came  away  eafily ;  the  lochia  were  rather 
fmall  in  quantity,  yet  fhe  recovered  very  well 
excepting  that  fhe  felt  a  little  fenfation  of  heat 
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in  the  region  of  the  pelvis ;  that  continued  till 
the  birth  of  the  next  child,  iince  which  time 
fhe  has  felt  nothing  of  it,  and  continues  jftlll 
in  perfect  health." 

Would  this  cafe  give  one  any  reafon  fo  be- 
lieve Cancer  is  fometimes  cured  ?  Or  does  it 
only  mew  the  difficulty  of  determining  when 
Cancer  does  exift  ? 


On  *Pruritus-pudendi  Muliebris. 

Under  this  term,  which  appears  to  me 
very  appropriate  to  the  complaint,  I  purpofe 
to  confider  that  violent  itching  which  women 
frequently  fuffer  about  the  parts  of  generation. 

As  this  is  not  an  uncommon  complaint,  and 
is,  during  its  continuance,  exceedingly  diftrefs- 
ing,  I  am  furprifed  more  notice  has  not  been 
taken  of  it  by  modern  writers  on  female  dif- 
eafes  :  by  many,  and  I  may  fay  by  moft,  it 

*  I  have  preferred  the  term  pruritus  to  prurigo,  as  ufed 
by  Dr.  Willan,  fmce  the  former  conveys  a  more  correct 
idea  of  the  complaint,  it  being  a  fy  mptomatic  and  not  an 
idiopathic  affe&ion. 

has 
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has  been  entirely  overlooked,  and  fo  much  has 
not  been  faid  by  thofe  who  have  deemed  it 
worthy  their  confideration  as  could  be  wifhed. 
I  mall  therefore  on  this  occafion  epitomize 
what  has  been  faid  by  others,  as  well  as  infert 
the  refult  of  my  own  obfervation  and  expe- 
rience. 

There  are  various  caufes  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  fymptom ;  fometimes  it  proceeds 
from  infects,  which  when  afcertained,  can 
ealily  be  deftroyed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  pubis  is  affected 
with  a  violent  itching  from  that  particular 
fpecies  of  infect  called  by  Linnaeus  pediculus 
pubis.  Though  this  does  not  come  precifely 
within  the  character  of  the  difeafe,  I  intend 
to  take  notice  of,  it  will  be  right  to  mention 
it,  as  it  will  prevent  a  mifapplication  of  re- 
medies. 

This  may  be  known  by  the  itching  being 
particularly  confined  to  that  part,  and  by  the 
prefence  of  the  infe&s,  which  on  examination 
by  thofe  who  have  feen  them  afe  eafily  difco- 
vered  :   they  are  not  peculiar  to  women. 

Dr.  Sims  has  recommended  a  neat  remedy, 

which 
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which  I  have  often  found  effectual,  calomel 
mixed  with  ftarch-powder  and  applied  with  a 
fwan-dovvn  puff.  Calomel  by  itfelf  would  be 
preferable.  Dr.  Willan  orders  the  unguent, 
mercur.  fort.  *  but  as  being  a  more  difagree- 
able  application  the  former  is  fuperior. 

When  thefe  remedies  fail,  which  will  fel- 
dom  happen,  or  when  reafons  exift,  which 
may  in  fome  meafure  contra-indicate  the  ufe 
of  mercury,  the  following  lotion  will  be  found 
an  excellent  fubftitute : 

R  Staphifagria;  contus  1& 
FoliorumNicotianae  "%$> 
Coque  in  aq.  commun.  | xij.  ut 
Colatur  Ibfi. 

This  mould  be  ufed  cold  three  or  four 
times  a  day. 

Infects  likewife  give  rife  to  this  fymptom 
in  another  way,  which  is  by  afcarides  palling 
from  the  rectum  into  the  vagina,  and  even  in 
fome  inftances  it  would  feem  as  if  infects  infi- 
nuated  themfelves  into  this  cavity  which  do 
not  come  from  the  rectum. 

*  Vide  Willan  on  Difeafes  of  the  Skin,  ill  Order,  p.  107. 
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Dr.  Sims  has  mentioned  this  among  the  in- 
ternal caufes  which  produce  this  affection.,  and 
recommends  mercurial  and  aloetic  purgatives i 
To  thefe  I  muft  decidedly  object,  fince  they 
can  do  little  good,  even  when  the  caufe  is 
known  to  be  of  this  defcription.  Of  what  ufe 
can  it  be  to  act  upon  the  bowels  in  order  to 
deftroy  the  worms  in  the  vagina  ?  And  when 
this  is  not  the  cafe,  when  the  irritation  pro- 
ceeds from  another  fource,  which  I  fhall  pre- 
fently  mention,  they  are  ftill  further  objec- 
tionable. 

It  is  a  mod  egregious  miftake  to  confound, 
as  has  generally  been  done,  this  itching  with 
another  affection  called  furor  uterinus.  The 
greek  and  arabian  phyiicians  neglected  to  make 
this  distinction  *,  and  fuppofed  it  proceeded 
from  an  abundance  of  acrid  and  fait  humours  j 
this  has  been  noticed  lately,  however,  by  more 
accurate  obfervers. 

*  Huic  congener  eft  alter  afFectus  qui  dicitur  pruritus  ma- 
tricis  ab  arabibus  dicitur  priapifmus — iEtius,  lib.  16.  Cap. 
82.  vocant  Satyriafim,  et  nihil  ejl  aliud  hie  ajfettus  nifi 
ardens  defiderium  fcalpendi,  et  ardens  cupiditas  coitus  e 
dolore.  Hieron.  Mercur.  d:  Mori.  Alul.  lib.  4, 
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DnWillan,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to 
eruptions  of  the  fkin,  and  has  taken  notice  of 
this  complaint,  likewife  has  considered  them 
different  *. 

Dr.  Sims  has  enumerated  among  the  caufes 
of  this  complaint,  varices  of  the  veins  of  the 
pubis,  venereal  warts,  aphthae,  and  fungous 
excrefcences,  piles,  and  fchirrus. 

With  regard  to  venereal  warts,  it  is  a  very- 
doubtful  matter  indeed,  whether  this  caufe 
alone  is  fufficient,  for  in  a  thoufand  inflances 
of  this  kind  where  venereal  warts  do  exift, 
and  are  both  numerous  and  large,  no  itching 
takes  place ;  therefore  moll:  probably  it  is  only 
a  contingency,  and  not  a  principle  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

Neither  do  I  believe  the  aphthae  which  are 
generally  found  are  any  thing  more  than  a  con- 
fequence  of  the  difeafe,  for  in  other  parts  of 
iimilar  ftruclure  they  appear  and  do  not  pro- 

*  DifFert  furor  uterinus  a  pruritu  uteri  feu  pudendi,  pruri- 
tus enim  ifte  in  fenioribus  etiam  ortus  fine  libidine  et  vene- 
ris appetitu  effe  potefr,  &c. 

See  this  quotation  from  Sennertus  in  Dr.  Willai's 
work  on  Difeafes  of  the  Skin,  p.  103. 
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•duce  this  kind  of  irritation :  the  iniide  of  the  lip 
and  cheek,  for  inflance,  is  very  liable  to  it 
from  the  ilightefl  irritation.  When  this  appear- 
ance is  connected  with  pruritus  muliebris,  it 
is  evidently  the  effects  of  thofe  efforts,  which 
from  the  infupportable  itchings  women  are 
compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  for  momentary 
relief*. 

Fungous  excrefcences  in  the  urethra  are  riot 
unufually  the  aggravating  caufe.  I  have  met 
with  instances  of  this  myfelf,  and  it  is  very 
ufeful  to  be  acquainted  with  the  fact,  fince  the 
remedies  which  in  other  cafes  prove  fufficient, 
will  here  be  of  little  avail. 

The  introduction  of  a  bougie  being  a  fpeci- 
fic,  this  mould  authorize  us  to  have  recourfe 
io  it  at  an  early  period  left  we  fhould  fubject 
our  patient  to  unneceffary  difcipline,  and  par- 

*  Profeflbr  Lorry,  in  the  quotation  fe!e£ted  by  Dr.  VVillan, 
expreffes  himfelf  with  much  elegance  and  energy  on  this 
point.  Increfcente  malo,  pruritus  enormes  hunt  per  pa- 
roxyfmos  et  fumme  violentos  et  faepe  recidivos  ita  ut  nee 
pudor,  nee  reverentia  regum  a  fcalpendo  divertant. . 

The  claffical  Reader  will  be  well  pleafed  with  the  fiyle 
of  this  elegant  Author. 

K  2  ticularly 


(  p  ) 

ticularly  when  the  meatus  urinarius  is  the  prin? 
cipal  fpot  to  which  the  irritation  is  confined. 

The  other  circumftances,  as  piles,  varicous 
veins  of  the  pubis,  &c.  are  merely  attendants 
on  the  difeafe,  and  by  no  means  conftitute  the 
difeafe  itfelf. 

This  difeafe  may  with  propriety  be  divided 
into  two  fpecies ;  that  which  occurs  during 
pregnancy,  and  that  which  takes  place  at  any 
other  period. 

Though  many  authors  have  noticed  this  cir- 
cumftance,  viz.  that  women  were  liable  to  be 
thus  affected  only  during  pregnancy,  no  one, 
as  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  enquire,  have 
given  an  explanation  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
complaint,  which  I  conceive  to  be  this. 

When  a  woman  is  three  or  four  months  ad- 
vanced with  child,  the  uterus  then  begins  to 
emerge  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  by  this 
time,  therefore,  it  preffes  more  againfl  the 
bones  of  the  pubis,  and  this  occafioning  an 
interruption  to  the  return  of  blood  from  the 
mouth  and  cervix  uteri,  occafions  a  fulnefs 
and  congeftion  which  give  rife  to  this  fymp- 
tom. 

In 
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In  proof  of  this  opinion,  I  have  remarked  it 
to  be  more  common  in  women  who  had  par- 
tial prolapfus  than  in  others.  I  have  likewife 
obferved  it  much  more  frequent  where  the 
fecretion  from  the  furface  of  the  vagina  has 
been  diminifhed.  For  in  general  women  have 
a  much  larger  fecretion  of  mucus  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  vagina  two  or  three  months  after 
conception  than  before,  owing  to  a  circum- 
fiance  which  has  been  already  explained  in  a 
former  part  of  this  work,  namely,  there  being 
a  greater  determination  of  blood  than  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  nourifhment  of  the  foetus  during 
this  early  period  of  its  exiftence. 

Now  as  it  is  a  phyfiological  axiom  that  the 
fecretion  of  any  part  is,  ceteris  paribus,  in  pro- 
portion io  ihe  quantity  of  blood  distributed  to 
it,  this  increafed  mucus  is  naturally  accounted 
for ;  but  in  fome  women  there  is  not  a  dif- 
pofition  in  the  part  to  adapt  itfelf  to  thefe  cir- 
cumstances, and  .therefore  the  relief  which 
might  hereby  be  procured  is  loft.  As  a  ftill 
further  confirmation  of , the  truth  of  this  opini- 
on, it  will  be  found  that  there  is  confiderable 
£ welling  about  the  parts   of  generation,    the 
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veins  are  really,  as  Dr.  Sims  has  ftated  va- 
rious, and  frequently  the  hemorrhoidal  vef- 
fels  partaking  of  the  fame  ftate,  as  being  from 
their  locality  under  the  influence  of  the  fame 
caufe,  piles  are  no  unufual  concomitant. Though 
according  to  this  idea  the  cure  muft  principal- 
ly depend  on  fuch  means  as  are  calculated  to 
diminifh  this  plethora,  there  are  fome  points 
of  confequence  to  be  attended  to  in  regulating 
this  part  of  our  practice,  for  though  a  con- 
geltion  of  blood  in  the  vefTels  of  the  parts  is 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  irritation,  yet  this 
irritation  having  been  kept  up  for  fome  time, 
may  bring  on  fuch  a  fenfibility  in  the  part  as 
may  render  topical  remedies  exceedingly  necef- 
fary  to  remove  the  effects  of  its  continuance. 

With  regard  to  bleeding  where  particular 
reafonsdo  not  forbid,  moil:  affuredly  the  high- 
eft  benefit  will  be  obtained  from  opening  a 
vein  on  the  pubis,  which  may  be  done  with 
the  greateil  facility  and  without  any  ligature 
being  applied. 

I  have  drawn  blood  in  this  manner  by  the 
lancet,  and  the  flream  has  flowed  out  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  and  continued  as  long  as 

was 


(     79    ) 

was  neceffary  without  either  ligature  or  pref- 
fure. 

Bleeding  from  the  arm  is  much  lefs  benefi- 
cial, becaufe  we  are  robbing  the  confutation 
of  what  it  is  not  in  a  fituation  to  afford ;  and 
it  is  another  fact  worthy  of  con fideration,  that 
Women  of  the  moft  delicate  irritable  habits 
are  the  moll:  difpofed  to  this  affection ;  and 
as  it  is  merely  a  local  accumulation,  the  more 
directly  blood  is  drawn  from  the  part  the  bet- 
ter. Bleeding,  therefore,  though  it  becomes 
abfolutely  necefTary  to  procure  relief,  may  be 
attended  with  fome  inconvenience  as  far  as 
regards  the  constitution,  and  therefore  we 
mould  take  particnlar  care  to  enforce  fuch  an 
attention  to  the  regimen  and  conduct  of  the 
patient,  as  will  prevent  the  expediency  of  its 
repetition. 

We  mould  therefore  be  careful  to  enjoin 
perfect  reft  in  a  cool  fituation,  and  an  hori- 
zontal pofture,  which  is  of  the  utmofl  con- 
fequence,  and  all  the  liquids  which  fhe  drinks 
mould  be  cold  and  weak ;  the  beft,  and  which 
fome  have  recommended  as  a  remedy,  is  com-* 
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mon  whey  *  j— -fmall  dofes  of  nitre  given 
two  01  three  times  a  day,  which  will  be  very 
ufefulj  warning  the  parts  about  the  entrance 
of  the  vagina  with  warm  water  is  very  bene- 
ficial. 

This  I  know  is  contrary  to  common  opini- 
on, but  I  mud  declare  upon  my  honour  that 
I  have  found  by  experience  the  eligibility  of 
the  practice.  I  had  at  firfl  prefcribed  cold 
water,  but  without  effec~v.,  and  the  fame  pa- 
tient found  great  relief  ftom  ufing  it  warm. 

According  to  the  explanation  I  have  given 
of  the  effects  of  cold-bathing,  this  will  not 
appear  fo  wonderful,  fince  the  glow  which 
fucceeds  may  increafe  the  heat ;  probably  the 
warm  water,  by  relaxing  the  furface  and  favor- 
ing the  natural  fecretion  of  mucus,  obtains 
this  preference. 

Though  the  caufe  of  the  irritation  may  be 
removed  by  bleeding,  the  irritation  itfelf  may 
not  immediately  fubfide,  fince  it  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  as  Dr.  Fordyce  has  obferved,  that 

*  Serum  etiam  la<5tis  acceptum  per  os  mirifice  confert 
quia  expurgat  et  duck  ejufmodi  humores. 

Hieson. Mercur.  de pmritu Matricis,  lib.  iv.  ch.v'iu. 
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a  difeafe  will  continue  after  the  original  caufe 
has  been  removed :  with  this  view  1  have  ap- 
plied a  blifter  to  the  facrum,  and  with  the 
happier!  effect.  Here  too  topical  remedies 
will  be  of  fervice ;  the  following  I  have  fuc- 
cefs fully  employed,  and  will  be  found  equal 
if  not  fuperior  to  moll. 

R     Cremor.  La£t.  |ij. 
Acet.  Litharg.  jij, 
Opi"i3J. 

Infus.  These  viridis  gvj. 
M.  f.  Injedt.  et  fiftul.  eburn.  vel  plumbeoinjtciatur. 

This  will  likewife  be  found  of  great  ufe  in 
this  fymptom  when  not  connected  or  governed 
by  pregnancy;  the  treatment  of  which  I  mall 
now  proceed  to  confider. 

I  mud  firft  obferye  with  refpect  to  leeches, 
which  I  intended  to  have  noticed  under  the 
confideration  of  blood-letting,  that  they  are 
not  advifeable,  becaufe  they  draw  blood  in  a 
gradual  manner,  and  rather  tend  to  direct  a 
fiow  of  blood  to  the  parts  than  to  deplete  the 
vedels  already  di (tended. 

The  Pruritus  which  attends  pregnancy  ge- 
nerally ceafes  fome  time  before  labour  com- 
L  mences. 
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mences,  and  does  not  return  after  the  procefs 
is  completed. 

When  'his  fymptom  attacks  patients  who 
are  not  in  the  predicament  above  alluded  to, 
it  may  proceed  from  fome  of  the  caufes  already 
enumerated;  by  many  it  has  been  fuppofed 
to  be  the  effect  of  acrid  fait  humour :  of  this 
opinion  were  almoil  all  the  ancient  writers, 
and  there  is  no  folid  reafon  for  doubting  the 
fuppofition. 

Though  this  is  unconnected  with,  and  ought 
to  be  diftinguifhed  from  furor  uterinus,  it  may 
degenerate  into  that  evil :  to  obviate  this  cir- 
cumftance,  various  remedies^  have  been  fug- 
gefted. 

/Etius  among  other  things  recommended 
the  head  to  be  waflied  with  vinegar  of  rofes, 
which  is  no  contemptible  prefcription ;  for  as 
the  intellectual  powers  are  more  or  lefs  affect- 
ed, whatever  will  Strengthen  the  fenforium 
will  prove  beneficial. 

That  the  brain  has  an  amazing  connection 
with  the  organ  of  generation,  may  be  ffiewn 
by  a  variety  of  facls. 

Many   perfons    who   have    been    remark- 
ably 
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&bly  chafte,  and  even  indifferent  to  venereal 
pleafures,  have  fo  far  changed  their  character 
in  confequence  of  mental  derangement  as  to 
become  uncommonly  falacious. 

With  regard  to  local  remedies,  faturnine 
applications  with  opium  and  cicuta  are  of  ufe. 

Some  have  advifed  the  back  *  to  be  anointed 
with  cooling  unguents.  Ambrofe  Parey  re- 
commends aegyptiacum  in  fea  water  as  a  lo- 
tion with  which  he  cured  a  perfon  -f. 

Dr.  Denman  prefcribes  burnt  fponge  and 
nitre  internally,  with  the  aqua  zinci,  vitriol* 
cum  camph.  as  a  lotion  ;  he  fays  he  has  tried 
the  plummer's  pill  and  a  decoction  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  but  does  not  mention  with  what  effect 
Thefe  various  remedies  will  be  fo  many  re- 
fources  for  the  practitioner  to  avail  himfelf  of, 
but  a  great  deal  will  depend  on  his  judgment 
in  detecting  the  caufe. 

*  Praeterea  dorfum    unguentis   rofacea  vel   refrigerante 
lnnngere  proficimm  eft. 
Ludov.  Merc  at.  de  prufitu  et  furore  Uteri,  lib.  ii.  ths  x. 

+  Me  confultore  iEgyptiacum  in  aq.  rhariri.  aut  lixivid 

diftolutum. ■ « 

■ Sibi  fyringe  exprimi  et  injici.  euravit. 

Ambrose  Parey,  ch.  lxiiij.  De  Uteri  Pruritu. 
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The  life  of  a  blifter  to  the  facrum  may  be 
conlidered  as  the  mofl  effectual  means  of  coun- 
teracting the  irritation. 

In  concluding  this  fubject,  I  muft  mention 
that  I  have  not  found  it  any  indication  of 
fchirrus,  and  am  happy  to  be  fupported  in 
this  opinion  by  the  refpedtable  character  I  have 
before  had  occafion  to  mention  *f\ 

Having  in  a  former  part  of  this  treatife  pro- 
pofed  to  confider  the  uterus  as  a  fpongy  vaf-v 
cular  body,  loofely  fltuated  in  a  cavity,  and 
having  hitherto  attended  to  thofe  affections  to 
which  from  its  vafcularity  it  is  particularly  lia- 
ble, I  proceed  to  fome  remarks  on  that  com- 
plaint which  females  are  fubject  to  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  being  loofely  fltuated  in  a  cavity. 


Prolapsus  Uteri. 

A  Prolapfus  Uteri  is  brought  on  by  an  al- 
moft  infinite  variety  of  occurrences,  for  what- 
ever can  weaken  the  ligaments  by  which  this 
organ  is  connected,  will  be  fufficient  to  occa- 

f  Dr.  Sims. 
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lion  it ;  tience  running,  leaping,  dancing,  rai- 
ling confiderable  weights,  or  jumping  from  a 
great  height,  are  the  frequent  caufes,  but  the 
moll  general  one  is  injury  fuftained  from  im- 
proper management  during  or  fubfequent  to 
delivery. 

The  treatment  of  women  during  labour  is  a 
much  more  important  office  than  it  is  even 
considered,  for  many  entertain  an  idea  that 
when  a  child  prefents  favourably,  and  there 
is  no  deformity  or  want  of  room,  that  the 
bufinefs  is  very  fimple  and  trivial. 

It  is  true  where  a  perfon  has  fufflcient 
judgment  and  difcretion  not  to  interfere  but 
when  it  is  neceffary,  the  procefs  is  as  fafe  a$ 
it  is  reprefented ;  but  this  is  not  the  univerfal 
character  of  thofe  who  practice  in  this  depart- 
ment. 

In  the  courfe  of  my  own  experience  I  have 
met  with  feveral  women  who  would  not  have 
had  occafion  to  confult  me  but  from  this  in- 
judicious treatment. 

The  faculty  with  which  the  os  uteri  is  di- 
lated, is  by  no  means  proportionate  to  the 
violence  of  the  labour-pains  ;    to  encourage  a 

woman 
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woman  therefore  to  bear  down  (as  it  is  called) 
when  this  difpofition  to  dilate  is  not  prefent, 
is  exceedingly  wrong,  though  at  the  fame  time 
exceedingly  common. 

In  order,  likewife,  to  accelerate  the  deli- 
very, a  liberal  quantity  of  fome  fpirituous 
liquor  is  administered ;  thus  the  expulfive  ef- 
forts are  increafed,  whilft  the  very  fame  re- 
medy, by  producing  an  inflammatory  Hate  of 
the  habit,  rather  difcourages  and  retards  the 
relaxation  of  the  os  uteri. 

I  hope  I  mail  not  be  mifunderftood  or  be 
confidered  as  levying  an  accufation  againft 
other  practitioners  j  the  cenfure  is  principally 
applied  to  female  ones,  among  whom  I  have 
fo  frequently  found  the  practice  here  reprobated, 
that  I  make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  of  the 
obfervation. 

The  bearing  down  of  the  uterus  in  labour  is 
often  the  confequence  of  another  indifcretion, 
which  is  rupturing  the  membranes  at  an  im-* 
proper  time. 

No  artificial  contrivance  can  prove  an  ade- 
quate fubflitute  for  the  protufion  of  the  mem^ 
branes.      The  gradual   manner  in    which  is 

proceeds^ 
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proceeds,  and  the  foft  prefTure  of  the  liquor 
amnii  are  fo  important  for  accomplishing  this 
purpofe,  that  the  labour  is  inevitably  tedious 
when  thefe  advantages  are  loft. 

The  attempt  to  remedy  this  inconvenience 
is  followed  by  worfe  confequences,  for  by  the 
effort  to  dilate  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
the  repeated  application  of  unctuous  fubftances, 
that  difpofition  is  deftroyed. 

I  will  venture  to  affert  there  is  no  part  which 
an  accoucheur  has  to  perform  that  requires 
more  judgment,  gentlenefs,  or  difcrimination, 
than  the  dilating  the  os  uteri  when  the  waters 
have  prematurely  difcharged ;  and  therefore 
I  .truft  I  mall  be  indulged  in  dwelling  a 
little  longer  n  the  fubjed:,  although  it  has 
fo  often  beep  treated  on  by  far  more  eminent 
authors. 

The  prefTure  of  the  membranes  do  not  ap- 
pear to  me  fo  much  calculated  to  dilate  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  as  to  preferve  its  capacity 
when  it  is  dilated ;  thus  as  it  begins  to  relax, 
the  waters  fall  down  and  prevent  its  recover- 
ing its  fituation  when  an  additional  contrac- 
tion takes  place. 

In 
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In  imitation  therefore  of  the  effect,  mould 
the  artificial  affiftance  be  regulated,  if  we  ufe 
a  greater  degree  of  force  we  counteract  our 
own  purpofesj  for  inftance,  in  introducing 
the  hand  into  the  uterus,  if  it  is  not  done  with 
great  gentlenefs  and  deliberation,  we  ftimulate 
the  mufcular  fibres,  and  a  contraction  takes 
place.  The  very  fame  reafoning  will  apply  ; 
too  much  officioufnefs  changes  the  difpofition 
in  the  rlate  of  the  os  uteri,  and  renders  it 
rigid,  refilling,  and  unyielding ;  and  by  pro- 
longing the  object  we  are  ftriving  to  obtain, 
forms  the  foundation  of  that  difeafe,  Prolapfus 
Uteri. 

But  though  it  is  a  fact  which  I  have  endea- 
voured to  fubftantiate,  that  a  Prolapfus  Uteri 
may  in  many  inftances  be  attributed  to  want 
of  fkill  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  prac- 
titioner, I  think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  irate, 
for  the  honor  of  the  profeffion,  that  it  fre- 
quently is  owing  to  fuch  a  combination  of  cir- 
cumltances  as  are  not  in  his  province  or  power 
to  relieve  :  thus,  for  inflance,  if  a  perfon  of  a 
delicate  flructure,  whofe  habits  of  life  have 
been  calculated  to  render  the  whole  fyftem 

weak 
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Weak  and  effeminate,  mould  fuftain  violent 
labour-pains  from  the  extraordinary  dimenfions 
of  the  child's  head,  the  ligaments  of  the  ute- 
rus muft  inevitably  be  weakened  by  this  pro- 
cefs ;  and  if  in  addition  to  this  the  haemorrhage 
which  follows  the  extraction  of  the  placenta 
fhould  be  profufe,  the  conftitution  will  be  fo 
far  'debilitated  as  to  prevent  thefe  parts  fpeedily 
recovering  their  original  tone.  It  is  in  fuch 
inftances  that  an  attention  to  an  horizontal 
pofture  during  the  period  of  convalefcence 
fhould  be  ftrenuoufly  enforced,  and  in  proper 
time  the  ufe  of  cold  fait  water  to  the  pubis, 
perinaeum,  and  lumbar  region,  mould  be  re- 
forted  to  j  for  it  is  the  vis  tonka,  as  it  is 
called,  which  is  inherent  in  all  mufcular  fibres 
that  retains  the  uterus  in  its  iituation  :  hence  it 
has  happened  that  a  fudden  fright  has  inftanta- 
neoufly  produced  this  complaint  in  women, 
who  have  not  perceived  any  previous  tendency  to 
it.  Under  the  circumftances  above-mentioned, 
the  appearance  of  this  fymptom  reflects  no 
difcredit  on  the  medical  attendant ;  the  obferv- 
ance  of  reft  and  a  proper  pofture  will  depend 
on  the  patient  herfelf,   whofe  inattention  to 

M  thefc 
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thefe  particulars  will  in  all  probability  fubjecl 
her  to  the  inconvenience  arifing  from  this 
caufe. 

The  Prolapfus  Uteri  exifts  in  different  de- 
grees, in  fome  perfons  being  only  partial,  that 
is,  it  does  not  defcend  to  the  entrance  of  the 
vagina;  in  other  cafes  it  is  even  found  pro- 
truding beyond  this  part,  drawing  the  vagina 
along  with  it;  according  to  thefe  different 
ilages  it  is  more  or  lefs  important  and  afflic- 
tive ;  in  every  ftate  it  requires  attention,  as  it 
is  the  fource  of  feveral  very  obftinate  and  dan- 
gerous complaints  ;  when  it  becomes  con- 
fiderable  it  is  attended  with  a  fenfe  of  weight 
in  the  part,  and  from  its  attachment  to  the 
bladder,  there  is  much  pain  and  interruption 
to  the  difcharge  of  urine. 

This  ftate  demands  immediate  relief,  as  it  not 
only  is  an  impediment  to  every  requifite  exer- 
tion, but  is  liable  to  irritation,  inflammation, 
and  excoriation,  from  the  motion  of  the  body, 
and  by  overftraining  the  ligamentous  attach- 
ment by  which  it  is  retained,  precludes  the 
pombility  of  their  ever  being  capable  of  reco- 
vering their  original  tone. 

When 
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When  the  uterus  has  been  replaced,  and 
there  is  no  other  circumflance  to  be  attended 
to  than  its  being  kept  in  a  proper  place,  a 
Peffary  is  the  inftrument  moil  generally  recom- 
mended. Of  thefe  there  have  been  a  number 
differently  conftructed,  but  as  the  flat  circular, 
or  oval  peffary  with  a  perforation  in  its  center 
is  that  which  is  moll  commonly  reforted  to  *, 
it  will  not  be  deferving  of  our  time  to  point 
out  the  peculiarities  or  the  imperfections 
of  others;  let  us  therefore  confider  how  far 
the  peffary  above  defcribed  is  adequate  to  the 

*  The  late  ingenious  Dr.  Aitkin,  of  Edinburgh,  has  in- 
vented and  recommended  an  Air-PeJJary,  which  he  con- 
fiders  as  poffeffing  in  a  fuperior  degree  the  properties  fo  re- 
quifite  in  this  cafe,  fmoothnefs,  lightnefs,  and  compref- 
fibility  :  his  defcription  of  it  is  as  follows.  - 

"  The  Air-Peffary  is  formed  of  a  fmall  bladder  or  bag, 
"  foft  and  air-tight,  with  a  valve  at  the  orifice.  It  is 
"  introduced  and  then  duly  inflated  by  the  patient  by  a 
**  long  flexible  tube,  which  is  immediately  retired.  This 
«*  inftrument  while  it  is  exceedingly  light,  fully  occupies 
'*  the  vagina,  and  fupports  perfectly  the  uterus. 

"  vVhen  it  is  wifhed  to  retire  it,  the  valve  is  forced  and 
"  immediately  it  collapfes." 

Since  I  have  written  the  above,  I  have  made  a  practical 
application  of  the  principle,  though  I  have  changed  the 
materials  here  recommended,  and  find  it  infinitely  fuperior 
to  any  other  contrivances. 

M  a  purpofe, 
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purpofe,  and  what  circumftances  juftify  its 
application. 

In  the  introduction  of  this  inftrument  it  is 
necelTary  to  remember  it  mould  be  fo  large  as 
to  give  a  firm  fupport  to  the  parts  above  it, 
and  the  part  by  which  it  is  fupported  prin- 
cipally is  the  perinseum ;  where  the  uterus 
therefore  has  defcended  confiderably  either  to 
the  os  externum  or  beyond  it,  the  above 
pofition  of  the  inftrument  is  an  evident  advan- 
tage, as  it  prevents  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  enables  the  individual  to  go  about  with 
eafe  and  comfort,  but  in  (lighter  degrees  of  the 
iame  affection,  this  remedy  is  of  no  ufe,  or 
rather  this  inftrument  is  no  remedy ;  it  even 
does  harm,  for  it  does  not  act  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner as  to  replace  the  uterus  in  its  original  fitu- 
ation,  and  by  the  diftention  of  the  vagina  this 
contractile  power  is  weakened,  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  mucus  takes  place,  rendering  it 
ftill  weaker,  and  thus  it  is  prevented  from 
being  reduced  to  that  diameter  which  it  might 
have  been  by  other  means. 

Every  one  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  mud 
iieprecate  the  ufe  of  the  inftrument  under  fuch 

circum- 
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circumstances ;  for  whatever  may  be  faid  of 
the  facility  of  its  introduction,  or  the  eafe 
with  which  it  may  be  worn,  Hill  it  is  a  per- 
petual penance  to  the  female  who  fubmits  to 
it,  as  it  occasionally  requires  to  be  changed 
and  removed,  and  every  delicate  woman  mull 
feel  forcible  objections  to  the  operation. 

In  the  cafe  1  have  juft  defcribed,  the  want 
of  this  affiftance  is  no  lofs,  for  the  complaint 
can  alrnoft  certainly  be  cured  without  it. 

Aftringent  injections  *  applied  four  or  five 
times  a  day,  feldom  or  ever  fail  to  anfvver  our 
purpofes,  if  the  patient  is  but  moderately 
quiet,  and  willing  to  preferve  an  horizontal 
poiture  a  few  days. 

The  effect,  of  thefe  in  contracting  the  di- 
mensions of  the  vagina,  has  been  known  to 
ibme  women  of  no  very  great  reputation,  who 
have  made  an  application  of  the  principle  to 
purpofes    more   cenfurable ;  and    though   the 

*  Muljeres  ncinnullae  hujus  adftrtclionis  recupcrandze 
a  partu  nimis  ft'ucfiofae,  cum  rnaxime  adftringentlbus  mc- 
dicamentis  intemperanter  ufae  fuiflent  in  tart  ram  vulvas  an- 
guftiam  lap  fa;  funt,  ut  non  potuerunt  in  futurum  virum  ttd- 
puUere. Vide  Bennivenii  Opera. 

practice 
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practice  is  not  mentioned  for  imitation,  it  will 
teach  us  how  much  may  be  expected  from  the 
efficacy  of  fimilar  agents. 

There  is  one  clafs  of  people  to  whom  the 
inftrument  above  alluded  to  is  more  neceflary, 
I  mean  washerwomen;  the  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment renders  them  exceedingly  liable  to 
this  misfortune.  And  as  their  exercife  and 
pofition  is  fo  extremely  unfavorable  to  them 
in  this  refpect,  the  ufe  of  the  peiTary  may  be 
recommended  with  much  lefs  restriction. 

There  is  another  complaint  to  which  women 
are  likewife  liable,  that  bears  a  refemblance  to 
what  I  have  already  defcribed. 

The  complaint  alluded  to  is  Polypus,  which 
as  it  is  ealily  diftinguifhed  would  not  have  re- 
quired to  be  mentioned  at  prefent,  but  from  the 
important  confequences  which  arife  from  the 
miftake.  The  prefence  of  the  os  uteri  in  the 
one  cafe  and  not  in  the  other,  would  alone  be 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  difcrimination  to 
thofe  who  are  accuflomed  'to  an  examination 
of  that  part ;  befides  in  Polypus  the  furface, 
as  well  as  fubftance,  is  more  irregular,  and  ge- 
nerally is  larger  at  its  extremity  than  the  bafe, 

-  *  where 
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where  it  is  often  fupported  by  a  flight  pedicle. 
The  treatment  of  this  will  hereafter  be  con- 
sidered, and  therefore  it  will  be  fufficient  now 
to  obferve  that  not  unfrequently  thefe  are  con- 
nected, as  Polypus  when  confiderable  will  from 
its  weight  necefTarily  tend  to  procure  a  Pro- 
lapfus. 

Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon  lays  down  the  follow- 
ing method  by  which  we  are  to  diflinguifh 
thefe  two  complaints.     "  In  cafe  of  a  Poly- 
46  pus  fpringing  from  the  uterus,  a  finger  or 
*'  rather  a   catheter   may   be   infinuated   the 
"  whole  length  of  the  vagina,  and  then  moved 
11  fideways  quite  round;  if  it  arifes  from  the 
"  vagina,  the  inftrument  may  almoft  be  paf- 
"  fed  as   high,  but  the  root  of  the  polypus 
"  will  prevent  its  going  quite  round.  Whereas 
"  in  a  protufion,  the  vagina  is  fo  much  in- 
*'  verted  and  pulled  down  by  the  uterus,  as  to 
"  leave  no  paffage  but  only  a  circular  fulcus 
"  about  half  an  inch  deep  within  the  fofTa 
"  magna;  fomething  is  to  be  difcovered  like- 
"  wife  by  palling  the  catheter  into   the  blad- 
"  der,  for  in  a  protufion  this  vifcus   is  dif- 
"  placed,  as  above  obferved,  but  in  cafe  of  a 

"  polypus 
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"  polypus  its  pofltion  is  generally  natural, 
st  and  there  is  no  fuppreflion  of  urine." 

From  what  has  been  delivered,  there  will  be 
feldom  much  difficulty  in  determining  the 
nature  of  the  complaint. 

Before  I  quit  the  fubject,  I  muft  juft  briefly 
recapitulate  what  I  have  advifed,  that  where 
the  complaint  is  of  considerable  duration,  a 
pefTary  is  an  inftrument  very  eligible  and  elTen- 
tial,  but  in  the  incipient  flate,  ufelefs  and  even 
prejudicial. 

Fluor  albus  is  a  very  ufual  concomitant  of 
this  difeafe,  which  it  has  a  tendency  to  in- 
creafe,  and  for  this  peffaries  are  hurtful; 
where  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injections  are  at 
once  calculated  to  remove  both. 


Of  Moles, 

Though  the  term  Mole  has  been  familiarly 
employed  by  almoil  every  writer  on  female 
difeafes,  there  is  no  word  which  hath  been  the 
caufe  of  greater  confufion,  and  is  fo  indefinite 
in  its  figniflcation  ;  every  fubftance  which  has 

been 
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Been  expelled  from  the  uterus  (except  a  well 
formed  foetus)  has  been  clarTed  under  this  ge- 
neral denomination.  This  fad:  alone  will  juf- 
tify  my  faying  fomething  on  the  fubjed:,  even 
if  there  was  no  other  reafon  for  introducing  it 
as  a  part  of  this  differtatiom  From  not  pro-^ 
perly  defining  the  term,  it  has  probably  hap- 
pened that  the  generality  of  authors  have  con- 
sidered Moles  and  falfe  conceptions  as  fyno- 
nimous  *  ,  and  fimilar  in  their  fource  and  con- 
fequences.  This  is  an  error  of  very  confider- 
able  magnitude,  fince  it  not  only  mifleads  our 
understanding,  but  may  injure  in  a  material 
degree  the  reputation  of  the  perfon  who  may 
chance  to  be  the  fubject  of  the  complaint ;  for 
women  who  have  never  had  connection  with  a 

man, 

*  Si  vero  (inquit  Avicenna)  fuerit  uterus  frigidus  femen 

mulieris  frigida?  coagulatur,  coagulatum  non  in  fetum  Jed 

in  molam  convertitur. 

Hieron.  Mercur,  de  M^rb.  MuL 

Ob  defeSfum  format 'rict s ,  gigni  Molality  et  e  defe£tu  nafci 
vel  propter  uteri  aliquud  viiium  vel  feminis  ipfius. 

Avf.rrhoes  Opera. 

Ex  quibus  evidenter  conftatduplicem  hujiis  mali  exiflere 
caufam,  alteram  copiofiim  fanguinecn  ac  fortaife  foeculen- 
tum,  craflurn  ct  omnino  ineptum.    qucm  natura  ad  n  cn- 

N  ltruam 
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man,  are  undoubtedly  liable  to  fuch  accidents 
as  have  been  clafTed  under  this  appellation  *. 

That  this  obfervation  is  correct  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  for  polypus  of  the  uterus  was  con- 
sidered as  the  fame  difeafe,  and  none  of  the 
old  practitioners  made  the  diftinction  till  the 
time  of  Monf.  Levret,  who  has  written  the 
befl  work  as  yet  publifhed  on  this  fubjectj 
nay  the  term  Polypus  is  not  even  mentioned 
by  them  as  a  difeafe  affecting  the  uterus. 

This  remark  is  at  leaft  correct  with  regard 
to  the  works  of  Baptiftus  Montanus,  Zacu- 
tus,  Lufitanus,  Paulus  Zacchius,   Felix  Pla- 

ftruam  purgationem  tanquarrt  inutilem  adfervaverit  copia 
et  natura  a  foetus  perfedtione  alienum ;  alteram  vero,  vim 
Jeminls  formatricem  imhecilliorem. 

Ludov.Mercat.  de  Morh.  Midler. 

*  Cum  plerique  doctorum  hominum  fufpicati  fuerint, 
imo  pro  certo  habuerint,  molam  non  poffe  abfque  viri  con- 
cubitu  gigni ;  contra  tamen,  fentientibus  aliis  do&iffimis  pa- 
riter  ac  prascipue  au&oritatis  viris. 

Zacch^ei  ^ucejl-legd. 

Licet  forte  et  Virgines  et  viduae  Molam  aliquando  ut 
dixi  abfque  ulla  pudicilia;  nota  geftaverint  ut  ex  hiftoriis 
patet  relati  per  Schenck.  fuas  Obferv.  lib.  4.  titul.  de  Molis. 

tei3 
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ter,  Mofchion,  Nicolai,  Rocheus,  Ludovicus, 
Bonaciolus,  Hieronymus  Mercurialis,  Lu- 
dovicus Mercatus,  Ambrofe  Parey,  and  feve- 
ral  others  which  might  be  here  enumerated ; 
their  fllence  being  afcribable  to  this,  that 
under  the  defcription  of  Mole  the  difeafe  poly- 
pus was  often  reprefented. 

In  order  to  make  a  proper  diftinclion,  we 
may  feparate  thefe  different  appearances  under 
three  general  divifions. 

The  flrft.  Polypus— which  may  in  fome 
refpects  be  confidered  a  part  of  the  uterus  it- 
felf. 

The  2nd.  Falfe Conception,  by  which  muft 
evidently  be  understood  that  which  is  the  pro- 
duct of  fexual  intercourfe  ;  and, 

3dly,  Any  other  fubftance  contained  in  the 
uterus  not  neceffarily  preceded  by  that  oper- 
ation. 

Polypus  will  hereafter  be  feparately  con- 
lidered, and  therefore  I  fhall  not  at  prefent 
make  any  remarks  on  the  fubject. 

With  regard  to  Falfe  Conception,  this  has 
been  in  general  the  Mole  which  has  been  ex- 
pelled, whofe  formation  may  ealily  be  ex- 
N  z  plained  j 
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plained  ;  for  when  a  woman  has  conceived,  it 
fometimes  happens  that  after  fhe  is  fomewhat 
advanced  in  pregnancy,  the  foetus  dies,  and  be- 
comes withered  and  blighted.  After  a  time 
the  placenta  and  its  appendages  are  thrown  out 
of  the  uterus,  and  this  has  been  in  general  the 
maiTa  carnea  of  the  ancients. 

Under  the  third  divifion  are  comprehended 
fubftances  of  different  coniiftence  and  appear- 
ances ;  all  coagula  of  blood  are  here  included, 
and  are  the  moil  common  fubftances  of  this 
clafsj  but  very  often  a  calcareous  concretion- 
has  been  formed  by  the  furface  of  the  uterus*, 

*  Extin&a  Hippoliia,  Gaza  Corrigienfe,  doloribus  ute- 
rinis  diu  vexata  cum  febre,  lapis  incredibilis  magnitudinis, 
gypfias  confiftentia  multo  nigerrimo  mucore  innatans,  dif- 
fe£k>  utero  extractus  fuit. 

Mar  cell.  Donat.  Hljlor.  Mir  ah.  lib.  4.  ch.  50, 

Habemus  domi  lapides  excifos  folliculo  fellis,  ftomacho 
et  Utero. Gc?nma  Cychgn.  1.2.  ch.  6, 

Qbfervavimus  concretos  in  capite,  in  Utero  Mulieris  cui 
diflecandas  in  Scholis  Medicorum  publice  prasficimus. 

Schollogr.  ad  L.  48.  Holler. 

Several  other  Authors  have  bore  teftimony  to  the  fact. — 
Vide  Thorn,  a  Vega,  Holler  inter  rariora,  Marfilius  de 
Sophia,  Alex.  Benedict.  Wierum  de  Pjseftig.  &c.  &c. 

and 
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and  has  acquired  bulk  by  the  depofition  of 
more  matter  to  its  Surfaces. 

Thefe  remarks  will  undoubtedly  be  found 
neceffary  and  ufeful  in  regulating  our  prognos- 
tic, and  directing  our  pra&ice  ;  but  the  moft 
important  reafon  for  my  mentioning  the  Sub- 
ject was,  to  point  out  the  diftincftion  between 
the  fymptoms  of  pregnancy  and  thofe  arifing 
from  other  caufes,  which  may  be  afcertained 
by  the  following  circumftances. 

In  the  cafe  of  a  Mole,  the  firfl  fenfation 
fometimes  is  a  lump  or  weight  inclining  occa- 
lionally  to  one  fide  or  the  other ;  whereas 
under  pregnancy,  particularly  in  the  firft  child, 
many  difagreeable  fymptoms  take  place  pre- 
vious to  any  fenfible  enlargement ;  for  as  con- 
ception is  an  important  procefs  begun  in  the 
female  conftitution,  it  becomes  fenfibly  influ- 
enced by  it,  previous  to  any  enlargement  in  the 
capacity  of  the  uterus. 

Here  then  is  one  evident  dhtin&ion ;  for 
the  inconveniences  which  arife  from  a  Mole 
are  in  confequence  of  its  fize,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  any  fubftance  of  confiderable  bulk  muft  be 
merely  on  the  principle  of  mechanical  irritation, 

and 
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and  diitenfion,  influence  the  parts  in  which  it 
is  contained,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  con- 
tiguous. 

Now  as  there  are  feveral  parts  of  the  body 
which  have  a  particular  fympathetic  connec- 
tion with  the  uterine  fyftem,  fo  in  confequence 
of  its  enlargement,  from  whatever  caufe,  the 
breafts  in  fome  meafure  have  a  correfpondent 
action  and  become  enlarged  likewife,  but  this 
we  mall  find  will  furnifh  us  with  another 
mark  of  difcrimination. 

adly.  When  the  child  quickens,  or  to 
fpeak  more  correctly,  when  the  motions  of 
the  child  are  fo  powerful  as  to  be  felt  by  the 
mother,  the  motion  is  fo  different  from  the 
motion  of  a  Mole,  as  not  to  be  pollibly  mif- 
taken  by  an  attentive  obferver.  The  child 
moves  when  the  woman  is  quite  flill,  its 
motions  are  alfo  not  confined  to  one  part,  but 
are  felt  forrietimes  to  the  left,  fometimes  to 
the  right,  without  the  woman  having  changed 
her  pofture  or  fituation.  This  never  happens 
in  a  Mole,  which,  though  it  moves  from  one. 
iide  to  another,  is  only  in  confequence  of  the 
body  having  inclined  in  the  fame  direction ; 

hence 
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hence  the  uterus  by  its  weight  has  a  degree  of 
motion,  not  being  ftrictly  confined  by  the  fur- 
rounding  parts  j  but  this,  as  might  be  expect- 
ed, is  a  fenfe  of  weight  rather  than  motion, 
and  if  the  patient  herfelf  has  any  experience  in 
child-bearing,  fhe  will  be  very  competent  to 
afcertain  the  difference. 

3dly.  The  enlargement  of  the  uterus  is  not 
fo  gradual,  nor  the  fy mptoms  fo  regular  as 
from  pregnancy.  A  Mole  not  being  fupplied 
with  blood- veffels  and  nourifhment  from  the 
uterus,  does  not  receive  that  addition  to  its  bulk 
which  the  foetus  does ;  hence  the  period  of 
time  during  which  thefe  fymptoms  has  been 
obferved  w7ill  be  an  important  difrinction,  for 
as  the  uterus  may  be  diftended  to  a  certain  de- 
gree without  any  material  detiiment,  inftan- 
ces  have  been  frequently  recorded  of  Moles 
having  continued  for  fome  years  without  any 
increafe  or  alteration  of  fize,  and  been  ulti- 
mately expelled  without  danger*. 

4thly. 

*  Ratum  eft  apud  pra&icos,  molas  fi  folae  Tint,  faspe  non 
folum  plurimis  menfibus,  fed  et  plurimis  annis  in  utero 
hasrere.-— — — -Vide  Eoneti  Sepulchretum, 

Vide 


(     X04    J 

4thly.  The  feel  of  the  abdomen  will  be 
another  method  of  detecting  the  difference  j 
the  uterus  is  more  folid,  compact,  and  unre- 
fifting  to  the  touch  when  there  is  a  Mole  than 
in  the  cafe  of  a  foetus ;  for  as  a  foetus  muft 
necefTarily  be  protected  by  the  waters  in  which 
it  is  contained,  and  as  they  are  more  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fize  of  the  child  when  young 
than  when  it  is  further  advanced,  confequent- 
ly  the  impreffion  muft  be  more  foft  and  elaftic 
than  in  the  former  inftance. 

^thly.  With  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the 
Breafts.  In  pregnancy,  thefe  begin  to  enlarge 
about  the  third  or  fourth  month,  and  con- 
tinue firm  and  full  till  the  period  of  delivery, 
when  a  ftill  greater  diftenfion  takes  place;  and 
from  the  great  determination  of  blood  to  the 
part,  milk  is  fecreted  ;  but  under  the  influence 
of  Moles,  though  at  firft  fome  flight  unea* 
linefs  and  fwelling  takes  place,  it  very  foon 
fubfides,  and  never  amounts  to  any  thing  con- 
fiderable ;  infomuch  that  many  authors  have 
even  ftated  it  as  a  mark  of  difcrimination,  and 

Vide  quoque  Hildani  Opera.  Geo.  Hamberges.  Difput, 
de  Mola  uteri.  Holier  in  Schol.  de  Moib.  intern.  Jofias 
Floriatus  Belnenfis  derp.  de  Mola  matricis  Dionyf.  Font,  de 
Morbis  internis. 

afTert 
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afTert  that  there  is  no  milk,  and  that  the  breafh 
are  not  affected  at  all  by  Moles. 

All  thefe  circumftances  therefore  being  con- 
fidered,  we  mall  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  determine 
when  our  opinion  is  required,  whether  a  wo- 
man is  big  in  confequence  of  having  a  child, 
or  enlarged  from  fuch  other  fubftance  as  comes 
under  the  denomination  of  Mole. 

The  effect  of  this  difeafe  on  the  constitution 
is  in  a  great  meafure  regulated  by  the  fize. 
When  it  is  very  considerable,  the  diftenfion  of 
the  uterus  neceffarily  deranges  the  general 
health,  and  the  event  terminates  fatally,  as 
from  its  fize  it  cannot  be  expelled.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Hippocrates,  which  has  been 
confirmed  by  fubfequent  practitioners. 

However,  Moles  of  very  considerable  bulk 
have  been  fuppqrted  for  feveral  years.  Bone- 
tus  in  his  valuable  work  called  Sepulchretum, 
mentions  an  inftance  of  one  which  continued 
for  fifteen  years,  and  was  upwards  of  three 
feet  in  circumference.  Another  cafe  is  record- 
ed in  the  fame  author  of  a  perfon  who  had 
one  for  feventeen  years,  and  was  difcovered 
on  dillection.  In  this  inftance  the  Mole  was 
O  the 
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the  fize  of  two  fifts  clenched,  and  the  ute- 
rus itfelf  was  become  thickened. 

With  regard  to  the  cure  of  thefe  complaints, 
little  can  be  done  by  medicine  ;  the  object  to 
be  accomplished  for  the  relief  of  the  patient  is 
to  procure  an  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the 
uterus,  and  here  artificial  afliftance  may  be  to 
a  degree  ferviceable. 

On  this  part  I  muft  be  allowed  to  lay  fome 
itrefs,  from  a  firm  perfuafion  that  much  more 
may  be  done  than  is  generally  attempted. 

I  do  not  hefitate  to  alTert,  that  fome  practi- 
tioners are  not  fufficiently  accurate  in  their  in- 
vestigations into  the  caufes  of  abdominal  fwell- 
jng,  which  proceeds  from  fuch  different  and 
diffimilar  fources,  are  fo  various  with  regard 
to  the  organ  arretted,  fo  precarious  in  their 
event,  and  require  a  treatment  fo  peculiar  and 
diftinct  in  one  cafe  from  what  it  does  in  ano- 
ther, that  no  fatisfa&ory  plan  can  be  purfued, 
till  the  nature  and  fpeciiic  character  of  the  dif- 
eafe   are   clearly   underftood.     To   enumerate 
every  individual  circumftance  giving  rife   to 
abdominal  fwelling,    would  not  only   be  di- 
greiTing  from  my  fubject,  but  extend  the  pub- 
lication 
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lication  far  beyond  the  moderate  limits  origi- 
nally afligned  to  it.  I  mall  therefore  only- 
point  out  thofe  iri  which  the  uterus  is  con- 
cerned, and  this  with  a  view  of  illustrating 
and  confirming  the  obfervation  made  above, 
that  more  might  be  done  than  is  generally  at- 
tempted. 

The  uterus  becomes  enlarged  in  confequence 
of  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  its  veiTels, 
which  being  connected  loofely  by  cellular 
membrane,  has  not  fufflcient  fupport  to  refift 
difteniion.  This  is  one  caufe,  and  has  been 
treated  of  at  fome  length  already. 

Again,  the  uterus  becomes  enlarged  from  a 
quantity  of  water  contained  in  it,  and  gradually 
receiving  addition  to  it ;  this  generally  from  | 
hydatids  where  the  water  is  contained  in  cells 
like  a  bunch  of  grapes,  or  fometimes  contained 
in  one  general  cyft.  Air  likewife  has  been 
fo  confined  as  to  enlarge  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus. 

In  an  infinite  variety  of  cafes,   coagula   of 
blood  have  been  retained,  and  acquired  firmnefs 
and  folidity,  and  this  when  pregnancy  or  la- 
bour have  not  contributed  to  their  formation. 
O  2  A 
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A  Polypus  alfo,  of  which  I  mall  prefently 
fpeak  more  at  large,  has  fo  occupied  and  dis- 
tended the  uterus  and  abdomen,  as  to  give 
the  appearance  of  a  perfon  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy. 

I  have  brought  thefe  facts  forward  (which 
every  practitioner  knows  to  be  true)  in  order 
to  fhew  how  much  depends  on-  a  proper  dis- 
crimination of  the  caufe;  for  of  what  ufe 
would  it  be  to  adminifter  alteratives  or  mercu- 
rial preparations  when  the  enlargement  pro- 
ceeded from  Polypus,  or  even  from  Hydatids, 
or  fome  of  the  other  caufes  mentioned  above  ? 
The  principal  relief  mull  be  by  gradually  di- 
lating the  os  uteri  fo  as  to  afford  an  exit  to  the 
fubftances  contained.  When  water  merely  is 
contained,  this  will  prove  Sometimes  a  radical 
cure;  and  where  fubffcances  not  fo  likely  to 
pafs,  conftitute  the  tumor,  it  is  evident  they 
cannot  be  removed  in  any  other  way. 

To  cure  a  perfon  of  a  mole,  therefore, 
whatever  may  be  the  particular  nature  of  the 
thing  itfelf,  this  will  be  one  object  in  view 
to  favor  the  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  i  and, 

2dly. 
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2dly.  Another  object  will  be  to  increafe 
that  difpofition  in  the  uterus,  whereby  it  is 
rendered  capable  of  difencumbring  itfelf  of 
thofe  impediments. 

The  firil  of  thefe  points  can  be  beil  accom. 
plifhed  by  the  judicious  introduction  of  the 
finger.  All  inftruments  are  undoubtedly  im- 
proper*.— They  are,  hi  the  Jirfl  place,  more 
formidable  to  the  patient. 

adly.  We  cannot  afcertai^i  with  {o  much 
exactitude  the  force  we  make  ufe  of,  on  which 
the  fuccefs  of  our  efforts  materially  depend  % 
and, 

3<dly.  We  mail  be  much  more  liable  to 
bring  on  inflammation  by  the  ufe  of  thefe 
hard  bodies. 

*  Various  contrivances  have  been  recommended  and  de- 
lineated by  preceding  writers,  which  rather  (hew  the  un- 
couth and  bold  practice,  than  the  judgment  of  ouranceftors. 
The  Gryphon's  Talon  was  a  name  given  to  a  three-pronged 
inflrument  contrived  by  Avicenna  for  this  purpofe ;  others 
have  ufed  forcipes  of  different  ftructure,  but  which  are  now 
juftly  laid  afide,  as  well  as  that  inftrument  by  which  their 
operations  were  then  facilitated,  the  Speculum  Matricis,  of 
which  a  reprefentation  is  given  in  Ambrofe  Parey's  works, 
though  this  might  on  fome  particular  occafions  be  defireable. 

With 
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With  regard  to  the  manual  management, 
great  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  make  greater 
exertion  ihan  can  be  conveniently  borne,  which 
will  be  very  different,  according  as  the  os 
uteri  is  more  or  lefs  thickened  or  difeafed;  and 
poffibly  it  will  only  be  after  feveral  efforts 
that  we  fhall  be  able  fo  far  to  dilate  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  as  to  admit  the  ringer. 

The  fecond  general  indication,  that  of  in- 
creasing the  expulfive  efforts  of  the  uterus, 
will  be  effected  by  frictions  on  the  abdomen 
repeated  two  or  three  times  a  day  with  fome 
emollient  liniment.  The  precife  form  of  which 
is  not  offuch  particular  moment  as' the  friction 
made  ufe  of. 

The  ufe  of  injections  thrown  into  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  itfelf,  fuch  as  the  following  : 

R     Infus.  Semen  Lini.  sgvijv 

Mel  Rofarv  f). 

Acid  Vitriol,  dilecl.  g.  xx. 
M.  f.  t. 

This,  or  detergent  injections  of  a  fimilar 
nature  mould  be  thrown  up  with  a  proper 
fyringe  in  order  to  ftimulate  the  fides  of  the 
uterus,  which  is  effected  not  by  any  peculiar 

property 
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property  in  the  injection,  but  merely  by  its 
mechanical  action  on  the  infide  of  the  uterus  ; 
by  this  means  we  mall  fucceed  in  accomplish- 
ing the  removal  of  thofe  fubftances,  which, 
though  inelofed  iri  its  cavity,  do  not  adhere 
to  its  (ides  *,  but  when  this  even  is  the  cafe, 
though  the  fame  treatment  will  not  anfwer 
every  require  purpofe,  it  will  be  beneficial 
quoad  hoc. 

It  will  encourage  the  piotrufion  of  it,  which 
we  may  afterwards  be  able  to  complete  by  the 
application  of  ligature. 

This  leads  us  naturally  to  the  consideration 
of  that  complaint  called  Polypus  Uteri. 


Of  a  Polypus  Uteri. 

The  term  Polypus,  though  it  is  not  exactly 
applicable  to  the  difeafe  I  am  about  to  defcribe, 
on  account  of  its  refemblance  to  the  animal 
fo  called,  yet  having  by  general  confent  been 
admitted,  we  are  authorized  to  continue  it :  by 
this  is  underftood  a  flejhy  fubflance  attached  to  a 
part  to  which  it  does  not  naturally  belong,  and 

deriving 
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deriving  from  thence  its  nqurijhment  and  increafe, 
by  continuation  of  vejfe/s.  It  is  found  occafion- 
ally  in  different  cavities  of  the  body,  as  the 
heart,  the  nofe,  the  bladder,  &c.  but  more 
frequently  the  uterus  and  vagina  than  in  any 
other  fituation  ;  and  here  it  is  produced,  no 
doubt,  more  frequently  than  has  been  difcover- 
ed ,  from  its  having  been  generally  miftaken  or 
defcribed  as  a  Mole,  the  impropriety  of  which 
term  in  the  prefent  inflance  has  been  produc- 
tive of  much  negative  evil. 

Whoever  will  take  the  pains  of  perufmg  the 
writings  of  the  ancients  (and  they  are  in  many 
inftances  the  moft  valuable  repofitories  of  me- 
dical facts )  will  find  the  truth  of  this  obferva- 
fion  fufficiently  confirmed. 

Let  us  then  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  this 
complaint.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  conftitutions  are  the  moft  liable 
to  thefe  occurrences,  and  it  is  even  probable 
that  no  general  predifpofition  of  the  habit  can 
be  afligned  as  a  reafon. 

The  caufe  therefore  muft  be  fearched  for  in 
fome  peculiar  organic  affection,  or  fome  local 
injury  received  by  the  part  from  which  it  takes 

its 
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Its  rife ;  for  this  opinion  there  are  fufficient 
grounds  of  probability,  as  I  fhall  prefently  en- 
deavour to  prove. 

The  idea  moft  generally  entertained  how- 
ever is,  that  it  is  owing  to  a  vifcidity  of  the 
fluids,  in  confequence  of  which  the  circula- 
tion was  retarded,  and  the  constituent  par- 
ticles of  blood  were  hereby  collected  into  a  de- 
gree of  compactnefs  and  folidity,  which  being 
once  begun,  received  a  daily  increafe  from  the 
additional  particles  applied  to  it. 

This  fuppolition  was  firft  itarted  by  De 
Goetz,  and  has  been  maintained  byfucceed- 
ing  writers. 

De  Goetz  has  endeavoured  to  fupport  his 
theory  by  maintaining  that  the  moll:  impor- 
tant principle  of  which  the  blood  was  com- 
pofed  were  the  gelatinous  particles,  that  thefe 
were  the  fource  of  nourishment  and  growth, 
and  that  an  abundance  of  thefe,  by  overflrain- 
ing  the  flender  tunics  of  the  yafcular  iyftem, 
weakened  their  contractile  power,  and  occasi- 
oned the  accumulation  mentioned  *.     Nowf 

the 

*  This  is  not  the  opinion  of  De  Goetz  merely,  as  may 
be  feen  by  the   following  quotation.      **  Dicitur  autem 

P  Polypus, 
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the  very  foundation  on  which  this  reafoning 
is  erected  proves  its  imbecility,  for  if  this  idea 
"Was  correct,  it  fhould  follow  that  thefe  com- 
plaints have  moll:  frequently  originated  where 
the  fituation  was  moll:  favorable  for  fuch  de- 
position. We  mould  find  it  far  more  com- 
monly in  the  liver  or  the  fpleen,  than  the 
heart  or  uterus  ;  for  in  the  two  former,  thefe 
caufes  furely  are  more  powerful* 

Indeed  one  can  fcarcely  conceive  how  it  can 
be  produced  in  the  heart,  which  is  in  con- 
tinual action,  and  where  the  depofition  of  par- 
ticles could  fcarcely  be  permitted  to  take  place  5 
befides  there  is  another  objection  to  the  doc- 
trine, for  Nature  has  been  fo  provident  as  to 
guard  againlt  thefe  contingencies  by  means  of 

Polypus,  concrementuna  aliquod  fibrofo-membranaceum, 
quod  a  parte  fanguinis  gelatinofa,  et  terrcfiri  produftum,  va- 
forum  cavis  inhaeret. 

Adolph.  Rohmer.  de  Polypos.  generat. 

Whoever  wifhes  to  purfue  the  fubje£l  more  minutely, 
may  confult  the  following  authors. 

Albinus  in  diflert.  de  Polypis,  Snell.  difTert.  de  Cordis, 
Polypo.  Tulp.  lib.  1 .  Obferv.  Med.  J.  N.  Pechlinus,  lib.  2. 
Malpighius  diflertat.  de  Polypo  Cord.  Bergenus  de  Polypo. 
Schulzin.  de  prascavendis  Polyporis  Concretionibus.  ; 

the 
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the  abforbing  fyftem,  which  would  foon  re» 
move  a  fuperfluity  of  this  kind  whenever  it 
occurred.  Sometime?  indeed  in  glandular  parts 
congeflion  takes  place  which  may  feem  as  an 
objection  to  this  proportion ,  but  there  is  then 
an  evident  debility  in  the  abforbents,  they  are 
ihemfelves  the  part  affected,  which  has  not  and 
cannot  be  proved  to  be  the  cafe  in  Polypus, 
For  thefe  and  feveral  other  reafons  which 
might  be  introduced,  I  think  it  is  obvious  the 
fuppoiition  of  a  depofition  of  particles  is  very 
unlikely  and  untenable,  nor  mould  I  have 
dwelt  fo  much  on  its  improbability,  but  that 
It  is  the  fundamental  efbblifhment  of  the  au- 
thor's conclufion. 

Polypus  I  conceive  fo  be  occafipned  by  a 
difplacement  of  mufcular  fibres  from  their  corw 
ne&ion  with  adjoining  parts. 

Jn  fupport  of  this  idea  we  have  only  to  con-?  / 
fider  the   texture   and   compofition  of  parts 
wherein  it  is  found. 

The  heart,  for  inftance,  is  a  mufcular  fub- 
ftance  of  a  loofe  fpungy  texture,  its  fibres  not 
being  fo  united  by  cellular  membrane,  as  the 
mufcles  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

Ps  It 
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It  may  be  confidered  even  as  a  mufcle  fui 
generis,  from  the  peculiarity  of  arrangement 
difcernible  in  its  ftructure,  the  ceconomy  which 
it  poflefTes,  the  very  function  it  has  to  per- 
form, renders  this  neceflary,  as  it  varies  con- 
liderably  in  the  different  ftates  of  contraction 
and  dilatation. 

Now  as  every  portion  of  mufcular  fibre 
fhould  in  its  action  be  fynchronous  with  each 
other ;  if  one  part  is  weaker  than  the  reft,  it 
muft  be  acted  upon  by  the  furrounding  ones, 
by  this  means  it  is  in  fome  degree  difplaced, 
and  as  it  is  weakened  by  the  compreffion, 
there  is  lefs  chance  and  lefs  power  for  it  to  re- 
gain its  fituation. 

Here  then  is  laid  the  foundation  for  the  dif- 
eafe,  the  poflibility  of  which  is  very  plain, 
for  do  we  not  find  in  many  inftances  that  one 
part  acts  more  powerfully  than  another  ?  Does 
not  the  irregular  action  of  the  uterus,  the 
hour-glafs  contraction,  as  it  is  called,  bear 
teftimony  to  this,  and  therefore  is  it  not  likely 
to  occur  in  other  cafes  ? 

Admitting  it  therefore  to  be  fo  far  correct, 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  can  eafily  be 

accounted 
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accounted  for,  one  portion  being  difplaced,  the 
prefTure  produced  by  the  adjoining  fibres,  by 
the  vis  tonica  inherent  in  a  mufcle,  muft  act 
as  a  ftricture  on  the  part :  thus  the  circulation 
through  it  becomes  impeded,  and  as  we  know 
that  vefTels  will  enlarge  their  capacities  to  a 
considerable  degree,  hence  its  growth  and  in- 
ereafe  of  bulk  necefTarily  follow,  $  befides, 
where  is  polypus  found  ?  In  the  cavities  of 
mufcular  parts,  where  one  might,  a  prion \ 
expect  it  to  be  formed. 

And  with  regard  to  polypus  of  the  uterus 
in  particular,  the  violence  and  diftenfion  which 
the  part  undergoes  from  pregnancy  and  labor, 
prevent  our  being  furprifed  at  finding  fuch  oc- 
cafional  difplacement. 

Whether  this  fuppofition  be  erroneous  or 
correct  is  however  not  of  the  higheft  import- 
ance, as  it  does  not  appear  from  any  invef* 
ligation  of  the  caufe  that  we  are  enabled  to 
prevent  or  anticipate  the  mifchjef. 

]  have  alTerted  that  Polypus  is  found  in  dif- 
ferent cavities  of  the  body,  its  prefence  in  the 
uterus  and  vagina  is  the  prefent  fubject  of  in- 
quiry, and  to  thefe  it  is  differently  attached, 

beirg 
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being  fometimes  to  the  fundus,  the  fides,  o? 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  j  fometimes  to  the 
upper,  and  at  other  times  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  vagina,  and  therefore  in  giving  our 
opinion  in  thefe  cafes  with  regard  to  the  chance 
or  facility  to  the  cure,  there  are  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  to  be  confidered. 

i  ft;  Th,  part  to  which  it  is  attached, 

2dly.  The  fhape  of  the  tumor,  as  whether 
it  is  a  fmall  or  large  pedicle,  whether  it  is  of 
a  moderate  or  immenfe  fize. 

3dly.  The  nature  of  the  tumor,  as  whether 
it  has  an  apparent  tendency  to  cancer  or  not. 

We  fhall  confider  each  of  thefe  cireumflan- 
ces.  When  a  Polypus  adheres  to  the  fundus 
of  the  womb,  it  is  generally  fomewhat  ad  van-? 
ced  before  it  is  difcovered,  and  the  event  of 
the  cafe  depends  entirely  on  the  difpofition  of 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  to  dilate. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  there  is  great  diffe- 
rence in  this  refpect  in  women,  as  every  indi- 
vidual but  ilightly  acquainted  with  midwifery 
mull  admit ;  for  even  at  the  times  when  nature 
intended  it  mould  open,  fometimes  we  find  it 
very  rigid  and  relu&ant  to  obey  the  impulfe, 

whilft 
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whilft  with  others  it  is  much  more  pliable.  If 
there  is  this  difference  under  fuch  circumftan- 
ces,  much  more  mould  we  expecT:  it  to  occur 
when  the  above  caufe  does  not  exiftj  hence 
therefore,  as  the  os  uteri  does  not  begin  to  di- 
late, while  at  the  fame  time  the  Polypus  con- 
tinues to  enlarge,  the  bulk  of  the  uterus  mufl 
increafe  likewiie,  and  having  acquired  certain 
dimenfions,  the  probability  of  its  expulflon  be- 
comes daily  more  improbable  and  impractica- 
ble ;  for  having  acquired  a  considerable  bulk* 
it  is  not  fo  well  adapted  to  the  purpofc  of 
wedging  in  (if  I  may  be  permitted  to  ufe  fa 
coarfe  an  expreffion)  to  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
and  as  it  becomes  diftended  it  lays  the  founda* 
tion  of  other  difeafes,  occasioning  dropfy  of 
the  uterus,  &c. 

The  following  cafe  will  ferve  as  an  inftance  t 

GAS  E  * 
A  young  woman  after  having  been  delivered 
of  a  healthy  living  child,  ftill  fufpected  from 

.  *  Vide  Boneti.  Sepulchretum.  lib.  3.  fe£t.  xxxi. 

The  author  adds,  the  uterus  was  fo  diftended  that  it  was 
fuppofed  a  boy  of  ten  years  of  age  might  be  eafily  concealed 
in  its  canty, 

the 
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the  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  that  another 
remained  ;  her  fize  however  did  not  diminifh* 
and  fhe  continued  for  a  year  or  two  tolerably 
free  from  pain,  when  fhe  again  became  preg- 
nant, and  was  again  fafely  delivered:  how- 
ever after  this  fhe  daily  encreafed  in  fize  to 
fuch  an  enormous  bulk,  that  for  two  years 
previous  to  her  death  Hie  was  above  three 
yards  in  circumference*. 

Various  conjectures  were  entertained  on  the 
fubjecV  arid  after  her  death  fhe  was  opened* 
As  foon  as  the  abdominal  mufcles  were  divi- 
ded, the  uterus  appeared  to  view  fo  wonder- 
fully enlarged  as  to  fill  the  whole  abdominal 
cavity,  prefling  forcibly  on  every  other  vifcus 
therein  contained,  rendering  them  much  fmaller 
than  natural, 

On  cutting  into  the  fubftance  of  the  womb, 
which  was  apparently  healthy,  but  fomewhat 
thickened,  a  large  quantity  of  water  was  thrown 
out  that  had  been  confined  by  a  tumor  attach- 
ed to  the  inner  part  of  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
fomewhat  refembling  the  fhape  of  an  apple, 
and  fo  completely  occupying  the  neck  of  the 

*  Tres  Ulnas  Bavaricas  in  ambitu. 

womb, 
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* 

womb,  as  effectually  to  prevent  the  egrefs  of 
the  fluid. 

Here  then  is  a  clear  illustration  of  what  I 
advanced,  that  the  retenfion  of  a  Polypus  was 
owing  to  the  contracted  ftate  of  the  os  uteri. 
There  feems  to  have  been  no  other  interrup- 
tion to  the  exit  of  the  tumor. 

It  will  not  be  ftrictly  in  place,  perhaps,  to 
confider  what  ought  to  have  been  done  here, 
and  whether  the  practitioner  who  attended  in 
the  fecond  labor,  ought  or  ought  not  to  have 
taken  that  opportunity  of  examining  what  was 
the  occafion  of  her  previous  fymptoms;  but 
we  cannot  help  fuppofing,  that  fuch  an  occa- 
iion  was  very  favorable ;  and  that  a  ligature 
might  have  been  fuccefsfully  applied  to  the 
bahs  of  the  tumor. 

This  cafe,  however,  will  furnim  fome  other 
reflections.  It  fhews  to  what  extent  the  ute- 
rus may  fometjmes  be  enlarged,  when  that 
enlargement  is  gradually  produced,  and  more 
efpecially  when  by  means  of  a  fluid.  It  is 
probable  I  think  from  many  fads  which  have 
been  tranfmitted  to  us  likewife,  that  the  fluid 
gives  to  the  uterus  a  difpofition  to  dilate,  by 
Q^  relaxing 
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relaxing  its  fibres,  as  accumulations  of  this 
kind  have  been  greater  than  any  thing  elfe; 
hence  Dropfy  connected  with  Polypus  is  a 
more  dangerous  event,  efpecially  when  it  is 
fituated  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb. 

Another  circumftance  which  it  would  be 
wrong  to  overlook,  is  the  freedom  from 
pain  during  her  illnefs ;  a  mofl  important 
fad:  this  in  governing  our  prognostic.  We 
fee  here  a  woman,  who  from  having  been 
with  child  had  a  uterus  much  more  difpofed 
to  dilate  than  would  have  been  the  cafe'  had 
ihe  never  been  impregnated.  Nature  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  deceived,  till  the  difcovery 
of  her  error  was  beyond  her  power  of  recovery ; 
had  there  not  been  this  tacit  fubmiflion  in  the 
uterus,  had  it  contracted  on  its  contents,  the 
expulfion  of  this  foreign  body  might  have 
been  effected,  and  thus  we  find  the  want  of 
pain  was  a  difafler,  and  her  prefent  eafe  pro- 
ved her  future  deftruction. 

But  to  continue  the  fubject  of  Polypus,  ari- 
fing  from  the  fundus  of  the  uterus. 

This,  though  it  may  at  flrfl  fight  feem  the 
mofl  difadvantageous  pofition,  on  account  of 

the 


(    $3    ) 

the  diffiulty  of  adminiftering  inflrumental  af- 
firmance, is  not  in  reality  fo  dangerous  ;  for  in 
the  firfl  place  as  it  increafes,  its  weight  bears 
down  towards  the  os  tineae ;  by  this  means  it 
gives  to  that  part  an  inclination  to  dilate,  whilft 
it  draws  down  the  fundus  encouraging  its  con* 
tractile  and  expulfive  efforts.  This  is  very 
different  from  the  efTedt  of  a  fluid,  as  in  the 
above  inltance ;  for  as  that  increafed,  it  pref- 
fed  againfl  the  fides  of  the  uterus,  forcing  it 
upwards,  but  in  this  cafe  the  uterus  is  in  fome 
meafure  prevented  enlarging. 

Likewife  as  the  tumor  protrudes,  it  is  more 
likely  to  become  fmaller  at  its  pedicle,  and 
then  when  once  it  has  pafTed  the  os  uteri,  the 
contraction  of  that  part  proves  a  natural  liga- 
ture, and  often  produces  a  fpontaneous  cure. 

This  effect  has  very  often  in  this  manner 
been  accomplished,  and  even  when  the  pro- 
cefs  has  not  been  compleated,  it  has  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded  as  to  render  artificial  help  much  more 
practicable. 

As  foon  as  the  diforder  has  acquired  this 

flate,  that  is  to  fay,  as  foon  as  the  Polypus  is 

protruded  through  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  it 

Q^2  becomes 
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becomes  a  much  more  manageable  cafe ;  k  is 
even  defireable,  inafmuch  as  it  enables  us  to 
underftand  by  examination,  what  is  the  caufe 
of  the  patient's  grievances,  as  well  as  allows  of 
a  remedy  almoft  certainly  efficacious. 

It  now  is  frequently  attended  with  irregular 
difcharges  of  blood,  for  as  the  mouth   of  the 
womb  interrupts  the  circulation,  it  renders  the 
veins  variCous  below,  and  from  time  to  time 
the  veffels,  unequal  to  the  diftenfion,  burft  and 
pour  out  a  fluid ;  as  this  is  not  of  courfe  gover- 
ned by  any  particular  change  of  constitution  fa 
as  to  regulate  its  return,  it  fhews  how  atten- 
tive we  ought  to  be  to  every  irregular  dif- 
charge,  and  how  advifeable  an  examination 
per  tactum  muft  be,  where  this  and  other  phe- 
nomena indicate   danger;  for  when   a  com- 
plaint of  this  kind  occurs,  very  little  can  be  ac- 
complished by  medicines.     They  may  even  da 
harm  by  determining  a  larger  portion  of  blood 
to  the  parts,  and  occasioning  an  inflammatory 
difpofition. 

The  cure  mull  be  effected  either  by  the  na- 
tural expulfive  efforts,  or  by  ligature,  or  inci- 
lion;  it  cannot  be   doubted,    therefore,    that 
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a  great  deal  will  depend  on  early  examination. 
How  this  mould  be  done  it  is  not  here  in  place 
to  mention,  as  every  one  who  undertakes  it  is 
fuppofed  familiar  with  the  operation,  only  it 
is  to  be  obferved  that  in  doing  this  we  are  not 
fearching  for  fomething  extra-uterum,  we 
mould  therefore  by  gentle,  yet  moderate  efforts 
gradually  in/inuate  the  finger  into  the  os  uteri, 
which  often  betrays  a  tendency  to  open  that 
may  eafUy  be  improved,  and  hereby  difcover 
whether  there  is  any  thing  which  may  be  thus 
removed*  This  examination  is  neceiTary  for 
another  reafon,  the  uterus  itfelf  is  very  liable 
to  induration,  and  gives  to  the  feelings  of  the 
patient  the  fame  fenfe  of  weight  and  unea- 
finefs,  and  therefore  to  determine  with  any  de- 
gree of  confidence  the  patient's  fituation,  it  is 
requifite  to  call  in  the  aid  of  actual  examina- 
tion. 

Some  will  poffibly  object  to  this  practice 
from  an  idea  that  it  is  likely  to  injure  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  but  the  object  is  impor- 
tant, for  if  the  cafe  mould  prove  to  be  poly- 
pus, the  dilatation  of  this  part  becomes  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  its  extraction*     Another 
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remark  here  prefents  itfelf,  it  may  and  doeg 
happen  that  at  the  fame  time  there  is  a  fchir- 
rous  induration  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
there  is  a  polypous  excrefcence  within ;  a  fu- 
perficial  examiner  might  therefore  decide  too 
haftily  on  the  nature  of  his  patient's  fitua- 
tion,  if  on  his  feeling  the  os  tincse  fomewhat 
thickened,  he  mould  pronounce  it  the  fole 
caufe  of  her  fufFering,  though  it  may  juflly  be 
admitted  as  adding  to  the  danger  of  her  iitua- 
tion. 

When  we  have  afcertained  in  this  manner 
that  there  is  fome  fubftance  preternaturally 
contained  in  the  uterus,  the  next  object  is  to 
attempt  its  removal,  which  is  either  to  be  done 
by  ligature  or  incifion  j  the  former  method  is 
more  fafe,  eafy,  and  practicable,  and  is  there- 
fore univerfally  preferred.  The  facility  and 
fuccefs  of  this  practice,  as  already  ifated,  de- 
pend materially  on  the  pedicle  by  which  it  is 
fupported.  Two  efTential  points  are  to  be 
confidered,  the  one  is  not  to  miftake  polypus 
for  any  other  complaint;  fecondly,  not  to 
include  a  portion  of  the  uterus  together  with 
it. 
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Polypus  may  poffibly  be  miftaken  for  a 
prolapfus  uteri,  as  this  very  frequently  takes 
place ;  and  when  treating  on  prolapfus  uteri 
I  endeavoured  to  fhew  in  what  refpects  this 
was  different  from  Polypus,  and  by  referring 
to  that  defcription,  the  reader  will  be  enabled 
to  difcover  the  points  of  difcrimination. 

In  addition  to  thefe  remarks  it  will  be  right 
to  add,  on  the  authority  of  Monf.  Levret  who 
has  written  fo  happily  on  thefubject,  that  the 
application  of  a  peffary  will  be  likewife  a  me- 
thod of  difcovering  the  difference,  for  as  pro- 
lapfus is  a  difplacement  of  parts  from  their, 
natural  pofition,  the  ufe  of  this  inftrument 
when  flrft  introduced  gives  a  very  comfortable 
feel,  and  affords  at  leaft  temporary  relief ;  but 
when  Polypus  is  the  part  thus  endeavoured  to 
be  fupported,  the  patient's  fufferings  are  aug- 
mented, the  preffure  of  the  inftrument  on  the 
tumor  itfelf  gives  great  uneafinefs,  and  by 
forcing  upwards  the  parts  above,  the  inconve- 
nience is  flill  greater,  and  the  wearing  of  it 
painful ;  we  fhall  hereby  be  prevented,  then, 
from  that  fatal  error  of  including  the  uterus  in 
a  ligature,  inftead  of  the  excrefcence  we  ex- 
pected. 
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pe&ed*     When  we  are  operating  on  a  Poly- 
pus proceeding  from  the  fundus,  we  are  flill 
more  regulated  in  our  conduct,  for  we  mufl 
firft  of  all  examine  with  a  finger  or  probe,  pafs- 
ing  it  round  the  bafe  of  the  tumor,  as  high  up 
as  we  can  reach,  and  fearch  for  the  os  uteri, 
furrounding  the  neck,  obferving  at  the  fame 
time  whether  it  at  all  adheres,  and  if  the  ringer 
can  be  inferted  between  the  one  and  the  other. 
This  is  a  very  effential  enquiry,  as  the  ligature 
ought  never  to  be  applied,  unlefs  we  can  be 
certified  of  the  uterus  being  diftincl:. 

That  mofl  celebrated  accoucheur  (Dr.  Hun- 
ter) at  one  time  made  a  miflake  of  this  kind, 
which  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity  he  was  can- 
did enough  to  acknowledge,  and  therefore  it 
teaches  us  that  we  cannot  be  too  circumfpect 
when  placed  in  a  flmilar  predicament. 

It  is  even  better  to  include  only  a  part  of  the 
tumor,  when  we  cannot  mark  the  diflinction 
between  the  one  and  the  other,  as  is  very  dif- 
ficult fometimes  where  the  tumor  arifes  from 
the  os  uteri,  by  elongating  which,  the  tuber- 
cular and  natural  feel  of  the  part  is  loll:  and 
feems  blended  with  the  tumor,  fo  that  it  is 
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aimofi  impoffible  to  fay  precifely  where  the 
one  terminates,  and  the  other  begins. 

Under  this  ftate  of  parts,  we  mull  be  go- 
verned by  the  diftance  from  the  attachment  of 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  vagina,  as  well  as  the 
gradual  diminution  of  the  fize  of  the  Polypus  ; 
for  inftance,  the  os  uteri  we  know  projects  a 
little  way,  about  half  an  inch  into  the  vagina 
naturally,  if  therefore  the  ligature  is  applied 
half  an  inch  lower  than  this,  the  uterus  will 
be  tolerably  fecure. 

I  purpofely  omit  defcribing  the  inftrument 
neceffafy  for  the  performance  of  this  operation, 
conceiving  it  infufficient  to  inftruft  the  reader 
Without  he  has  been  able  to  fee  them,  and  the 
manner  of  their  application,  as  taught  in  the 
fchools  of  anatomy* 

When  the  Polypus  arifes  from  the  vagina, 
the  treatment  for  the  moil:  part  is  more  eafy, 
and  will  admit  even  fometimes  of  incifion ;  or 
if  it  is  even  of  a  folid  bafe,  it  will  be  much 
more  eafy  to  include  it  in  a  ligature  by  paffing 
a  needle  through  its  centre,  and  thus  fecuring 
the  comprefhon   without  danger  of  its  flip— 
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Under  every  operation  of  this  kind,  the 
principle -being  to  obftruct  the  circulation  and 
produce  a  mortification  of  the  parts  below,  it 
will  be  necelTary  to  twift  the  wire  a  little 
tighter  every  day,  proportionably  to  the  ulce- 
ration which  has  taken  place. 

From  what  has  been  faid  then  it  appears, 
that  the  Polypus  in  the  uterus  is  the  moil 
dangerous  occurrence,  as  it  is  uncertain  whe- 
ther it  will  protrude  through  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  or  not ;  that  its  adhefion  to  the  fundus 
is  better  than  to  the  fides  or  upper  part  of  the 
cervix,  becaufe  it  will  have  a  great  tendency 
in  this  fituation  to  limit  the  expanfion,  and 
favor  the  opening  of  its  mouth  >  that  though 
Polypus  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  frequently 
lays  the  foundation  of  dropfy,  and  thus  ren- 
ders the  complaint  more  complicated,  yet  that 
when  the  Polypus  has  parTed  the  neck  of  the 
womb>  the  chances  of  fuccefs  are  reverfed, 
nature  being  of  herfelf  in  many  inflances  com- 
petent to  the  cure,  and  mechanical  affiftance 
being  more  applicable  and  certain. 

As  to  the  fecond  proportion,  a  great  deal 
unquellionably  depends   on   the   iize   of  the 
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fwelling,  for  independent  of  the  greater  diffi- 
culty of  fixing  a  ligature,  the  time  required  for 
it  to  produce  its  effects  on  a  large  fubftance, 
which  is  to  be  deflroyed  by  ulceration,  is  fuch 
that  the  patient  finks  under  the  procefs  (how^ 
ever  fair  its  progrefs)  before  it  is  complete. 

3dly.  The  nature  of  thefe  tumors  are  of  dif- 
ferent tendency,  and  are  not  unfrequently 
cancerous.  This  may  be  fufpected  to  tbe  the 
cafe,  when  at  the  fame  time  the  os  uteri  feels 
thickened  and  enlarged,  more  efpecially  if  the 
Polypus  is  of  an  irregular  furface  like  a  wart. 

Likewife  frequent  haemorrhages  from  it  with 
fcetor,  mew  its  texture  is  broken  down  by 
fome  morbific  fluid. 

As  we  cannot  expect  to  eradicate  this  dif- 
.eafe  by  extirpating  the  tumor,  we  can  indulge 
kittle  hope  of  a  perfect  recovery. 
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Dropsy  of  the  Uterus. 

It  is  very  remarkable  that  a  difeafe  which  is 
not  very  uncommon,  fhould  have  been  fo 
much  neglected  by  modern  writers,  Dr.  Den- 
man,  whofe  talent  for  defcription  no  one  can 
deny,  has  faid  very  little  on  this  complaint, 
and  others  have  been  entirely  filent,  as  if  it 
were  not  an  accident  liable  to  happen ;  from 
this  circumftance  perhaps  it  may  require  more 
particular  confideration,  as  well  as  from  the 
great  importance  there  is  in  accurately  diflin- 
guifhing  each  particular  fpecies  of  abdominal 
diftenfion,  and  the  ferious  confequences  which 
may  and  have  enfued  from  want  of  clear  con- 
ception and  correct  evidence  on  this  fubject. 
It  will  be  right,  in  the  firfi  place,  to  consider 
the  nature  and  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  and  after- 
wards to  mention  thofe  to  which  it  bears  the 
clofeft  refemblance,  pointing  out  at  the  fame 
time  the  diagnostic  fymptoms,  as  far  as  I  am 
able,  peculiar  to  each. 

It  has  been  fuppofed  by  fome  practitioners 
that  dropfy  feldom  took  place  in  this  organ 
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but  from  an  accumulation  of  Hydatids,  as  the 
ready  outlet  to  the  fluid  from  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  would  effectually  pieyent  the  increafe 
of  the  diforder ;  however  plaufible  and  even 
juft  this  opinion  may  appear,  circumftances 
do  occasionally  concur  to  produce  it* 

The  mouth  of  the  womb  is  fometimes  elo- 
fed  by  tumors  in  its  cervix,  or  above  it,  by  a 
thickening  and  fometimes  by  an  adhefion  of 
its  fides,  and  when  an  effufion  in  its  cavity  is 
produced,  the  difeafe  here  treated  of  mufl  be 
the  confequence. 

So  far  then  it  is  a  very  pofTible  occurrence, 
inafmueh  as  the  caufes  above  afligned  are  fuch 
as  are  known  to  be  not  unfrequent. 

It  is  highly  probable  there  often  exifts  a  ten- 
dency tQ  the  complaint,  and  that  it  would  be 
by  far  more  common  were  it  not  for  the  na- 
tural outlet  of  the  os  uteri. 

Fernelius  knew  a  woman,  who  for  fome 
time  during  every  period  of  menftruation  dif- 
charged  fix  or  eight  bafons  of  water ;  at  laft, 
by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  this  was  corrected. 
$he  became  impregnated,  and   the  child  was 
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very  healthy,  and  fhe  like  wife  continued  free 
from  relapfef , 

The  caufe  of  this  complaint  is  fometimes 
fuch  as  produces  dropfy  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  as  difeafes  of  the  liyer,  fpleen,  rtomach, 
&c.  but  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cafes 
Is  folely  to  be  afcribed  to  a  morbid  affection  of 
the  uterus  itfelf,  or  at  leaft  is  frequently  with- 
put  vifceraj  derangement. 

Mifcarriages,  as  being  attended  with  a 
greater  haemorrhage  in  general  than  natural  la- 
bour, is  one  caufe  that  gives  rife  to  it.  A 
Jong  obffmction  and  interruption  to  the  men- 
strual evacuation,  is  followed  by  this  effect, 
which  may  very  eafily  be  conceived  ;  for  as 
there  may  hereby  be  occasioned  a  fulnefs  of 
the  uterine  veflels,  the  more  fluid  parts  will 
be  determined  in  greater  rquantity  to  the  exha- 
knts.  This  is  alfo  the  more  likely,  as  the 
freedom  with  Mhich  the  menfes  flow  is  very 
different  in  different  constitutions.     The  rigi- 

*  Vefalius  has  recorded  the  cafe  of  a  perfon  he  examined, 
irom  whofe  uterus  he  removed  fixty  meafures  of  water,  the 
os  uteri  being  completely  obliterated  by  a  tumor. 

Vide  Verac  de  Corp.  Human  Fabr.  lib.  v.  g.  p.  627. 
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gidity  in  the  vevTels  is  fometimes  fuch  as  to 
prove  very  obftinate  and  unmanageable,  giving 
rife  to  a  train  of  fymptoms,  and  bidding  defi- 
ance for  fome  time  to  the  beft  regulated  and 
moil  judicious  treatment.  There  may  not 
only  be  a  fulnefs  in  the  uterus,  but  at  the  fame 
time  a  conflitutional  plethora,  determining 
more  blood  flill  to  the  uterus,  and  adding  to 
the  caufe  above  alluded  to.  This,  with  feve- 
ral  other  caufes  capable  of  increasing  the  de* 
termination  of  fluid  to  the  extreme  veffels, 
may  lay  the  foundation  of  dropfy.  Sometimes 
nature  is  capable  of  relieving  herfelf  by  her 
own  efforts,  as  the  uterus  by  contractions  at 
the  ufual  period  of  geftation,  endeavours  to 
exclude  whatever  may  be  contained  within  it. 
Various  cafes  are  upon  record,  where  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  affection  has  given  rife  to  the  idea 
of  pregnancy.  The  fame  general  increafe  of  fize, 
and  likewife  feveral  attendant  fymptoms  cor- 
refponding  to  that  ftate,  having  concurred  to 
ftrengthen  the  opinion,  till  a  difcharge  of  wa- 
ter has  proved  the  fallacy  of  the  expectation. 

Hildanus  relates  the  cafe  of  a  woman  who 
fuppofed  herfelf  feveral  months  advanced  in 
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pregnancy,  till  one  night  in  conjugal  inter* 
courfe  with  her  hufband  *  fhe  felt  fomething 
burft,  which  was  followed  by  a  great  efFu- 
fion  of  Water ;  on  which  the  enlargement  im- 
mediately difappeared,  and  me  remained  free 
from  any  fubfequent  inconvenieoce  -f  :  but  it 
is  not  the  fame  happy  termination  befriends 
every  one.  Women  having  died  from  want 
of  help  from  this  dropfical  accumulation,  the 
following  cafe  is  perhaps  not  inapposite  to  the  * 
affertion. 

A  woman  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had  al- 
ways been  regular  in  menftruation  till  fhe  was 

*  Ut  durn  noclu  cum  marito  rem  haberet,  impetu  quo- 
dam,  &c. 

Vide  Hildani  Objervat.  Itij. 

+  Zacutus  Lufitanus  mentions  the  hiftory  of  a  woman, 
who  from  an  obirruclion  of  the  menfes  for  feven  months, 
became  fo  large,  that  every  one  thought  her  pregnant ;  at 
the  end  of  eleven  months,  fix  or  feven  pints  of  water  con- 
tinued daily  to  flow  away  from  the  uterus,  without  any 
pains,  excepting  an  itching  of  the  belly. 

Zacut.  praxis  mirubil.  lib!  2..  Obf.  152. 

Laurentius  Joubert  has  recorded  a  fimilar  cafe,  where  at 
the  end  of  nine  months  the  fymptoms  difappeared  by  a  dif- 
charge  of  water .  Joubert,^  Urina. 
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forty-five,  began  to  find  her  abdomen  enlarge. 
Supposing  herfelf  dropfical,  lire  ufed  diuretic 
medicines,  and  imagined  they  lefTened  the 
{welling  j  it  however  fhortly  returned,  and 
increafed,  and  at  J: he  end  of  four  years  fhe  ex- 
pired. On  diffection,  the -lungs,  liver,  fpleen* 
and  other  vifcera,  were  found  perfect  j  the 
uterus  was  the  part  which  occasioned  the  en- 
largement. In  the  cavity  of  the  chefl  was 
contained  a  quantity  of  water,  which  it  is  pof- 
fible,  by  producing  fuffocation,  was  the  im- 
mediate caufe  of  her  death.  But  an  incifion 
being  made  into  the  uterus,  upwards  off  evenly 
pints  of  water  were  found  in  it.  From  the 
perfect  ftate  of  every  other  vifcus,  this  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  entirely  originated  in  a  difeafe 
of  the  uterus.  It  muft  here  be  added,  like- 
wife,  that  there  was  a  glandular  enlargement 
in  the  neck  of  the  womb,  about  the  iize  of 
a  hen's  egg  ;  and  what  is  a  little  lingular,  the 
uterus  adhered  in  feveral  places  to  the  peritor 
naeum,  covering  the  internal  parietes  of  the 
abdomen. 

Several  other  inftances  could  be  brought  for- 
ward, but  they  will  be  unneceffary  to  prove, 
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what  is  too  true,  that  women  fometimes  die 
from  this  difeafe ;  for  even  if  we  fay  the  wa- 
ter in  the  cheft  was  the  immediate  caufe,  the 
f welling  of  the  uterus,  by  its  preffure  on  the 
veifels,  muft  be  admitted  as  giving  birth  to 
this*. 

In  this,  as  well  as  one  formerly  related  un- 
der the  article  Polypus,  where  water  was  like- 
wife  found,  there  was  a  caufe  fully  fufficient 
to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  water ;  and  it  may 
be  questioned  whether,  if  fuch  a  circumftance 
did  not  exift,  the  efforts  of  nature  would  not 
be  always  equal  to  the  expulfion  of  the  con- 
tents, therefore  'an  inattention  to  the  patient's 
iituation  may  prove  no  final  detriment ;  but 
as  we  may  poffibly  miftake  it  for  pregnancy, 
or  abdominal  dropfy,  and  in  confequence  of 
this  fuppofition  have  recourfe  to  an  operation 
to  evacuate  the  fluid,  our  primary  enquiries 
mould  certainly  be  directed  to  afcertain  the 
real  nature  of  the  cafe. 

There  are  feveral  complaints,  indeed,    with 
which  dropfy  of  the  uterus  may  be  confounded. 

*  This  curious  Cafe  is  taken  from  Bonetus. 

Thefe 


(     139    ) 

^hefe  I  mall  enumerate,  with  the  characleriflic 
fymptoms  whereby  they  may  be  diftinguifhed. 
i .  Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium. 

2.  Afcites. 

3.  Pregnancy. 

4.  Tympanitis  Abdominalis  vel  Inteftinalis. 

5.  Tympanitis  Uteri. 

'6.   Enlarged  My fentcric  Glands*. 

n.  Retained  Menfes  from  imperforated  Hy- 
men. 

All  thefe  occaflonally  occur  in  practice,  and 
ibme  very  frequently.  With  regard  to  the 
firft,  or  Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium,  it  differs 
from  it,  in  being  more  flow  in  its  formation  j 
it  likewife  has  this  peculiarity,  that  at  its  com* 
mencement  a  lump  may  be  felt  on  that  fide 
where  the  difeafed  ovarium  is  fituatedj  and, 
thirdly,  the  health  of  the  patient  will  remain 
a  long  time  unaffected  by  it.  The  menfes 
likewife  continue  regular,  fometimes  even  a 
woman  fhall  conceive,  and  be  fafely  delivered, 
after  the  ovarium  has  been  diftended  with 
dropfy  ;  and  this  procefs  being  completed,  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  may  be  continued 
without  feeming  to  be  fenfibly  influenced  by 
S  2  fuch 
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fuch  an  event.  To  this  we  may  add,  that 
when  ovarial  dropfy  is  £o  great  as  to  make  the 
abdomen  quite  tenfe,  the  fluctuation  may  be 
felt  by  a  perfon  accuftomed  to  the  examina- 
tion in  a  much  more  clear  and  decided  man- 
ner, than  where  the  uterus  intervenes. 

A  lady  came  to  confult  me  a  few  weeks  ago, 
who  had  an  ovarial  dropfy  for  feveral  years, 
which  was  now  fo  considerable  as  to  occafion 
great  inconvenience,  the  mufcles  being  appa- 
rently ready  to  burSt ;  on  applying  the  tops 
of  the  fingers  to  one  fide,  and  tapping  the  op- 
pofite  part  of  the  belly  in  the  gentleft  manner 
imaginable,  the  fluctuation  was  exceedingly 
perceptible,  and  was  of  itfelf  fufficient  to  leave 
no  doubt  where  the  water  was  contained. 

From  A/cites,  it  is  to  be  diftinguifhed  by 
this  being  frequently  connected  with  vifceral 
difeafe,  as  obstruction  of  the  liver,  by  the  ge- 
neral health  being  more  disturbed,  by  fallow- 
nefs  of  complexion,  by  the  thirft  attendant  on 
it,  and  by  the  breafts  being  unaffected ;  for  in 
dropfy  of  the  uterus,  as  indeed  from  any  caufe 
almoft,  by  which  the  uterus  is  enlarged,  the 
breafts  begin  to  fympathize,  and  become  full. 

This 
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This  does  not  continue  long,  'tis  true ;  they 
again. become  flaccid.  As  thefe  two  circum- 
itances  above  ftated  are  the  moft  likely  to  be 
miftaken,  it  is  the  more  important  to  remem- 
ber the  characters  laid  down. 

It  will  fcarcely  be  neceffary  to  point  out  the 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  pregnancy ;  every  wor- 
thy matron  deems  herfelf  a  competent  judge 
in  deciding  this  queftion.  It  is  only  to  be 
wifhed  that  their  hopes  may  not  influence 
their  judgement,  as  the  difappointment  mufl 
be  proportioned  to  the  force  of  the  perfua- 
iion*.  Two  things  therefore  may  be  laid 
down  as  not  unworthy  their  recollection,  the 
flaccidity  of  the  breafts,  and  the  want  of  co- 
lour around  the  nipple.  I  will  not  add  the 
want  of  motion  of  the  child,  as  there  is  great 
room  for  deception  in  this  refpect. 

In  diltinguifhing  it  from  Tympanitis^,  the 

elaftic 
*  Dr.  Lowder  mentioned  a  cafe  in  his  Lectures  of  a 
Lady  who  was  fo  anxious  to  have  a  child,  that  being  exa- 
mined on  account  of  fome  abdominal  enlargement,  which 
(he  [afcribed  to  pregnancy,  and  finding  it  was  not,  her  dis- 
appointment brought  on  mental  derangement. 

\  Under  the  term  Tympanitis,  I  here  include  every  fpe- 

cies 
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elaftic  feel  peculiar  to  the  complaint  k  chiefly 
to  be  depended  on  ;  fwellings  of  this  defcrip- 
are  likewife  liable  to  much  Variation  of  fize, 
and  as  their  diminution  is  ufually  accompa- 
nied with  a  difcharge  of  wind,  this  likewife  is 
another  lingular  feature ;  when  this  takes  place 
from  the  uterus,  which  is  perfectly  involun- 
tary on  the  part  of  the  patient,  little  doubt  or 
obfcurity  can  afterwards  continue. 

cies  where  wind  is  the  diftending  caufe.     The  Tympanitis 
Inteftinalis  is  the  mod  ordinary  fpecies,  and  affects,  in  a 
certain  degree^  a  great  number  of  people  :  it  has  a  peculiar 
dependance  on  affections  of  the  uterus,  for  whenever  men- 
ftruation  is  irreguiar  or  obftructed,  thefe  flatulent  fwellings 
enfue.     This  is  very  remarkable  at  that  period  of  life  when 
jnenftruation  ceafes.     The  bowels  are  then  always  more  or 
lefs  affected.     Air  is  fecreted  in  large  quantities,  occafion* 
ing  great  uneafinefs.     Though  I  have  ftated.  above,  that 
there  is  a  difcharge  of  wind  produced  when  the  fwelling 
fubfides,  this  is  not  uniformly  the  cafe,  the  air  being  re- 
abforbed.     They  arife  from  a  want  of  tone  and  energy  in 
the  ftorhach  and  bowels,  and  are  relieved  and  generally  cured 
by  aromatics,  bitters,  and  cordials.      If,    therefore,  this'  is 
fuppofed  to  be  dropfical,  and  remedies  prefcribed  with  a 
view  to  evacuate  the  water,  the  views  of  the  practitioner 
.will  be  baffled,  and  the  patient's  complaint  aggravated ;  for 
all  draftic  purgatives  are  pernicious,  and  diuretics  are  not 
ferviceable.     The  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  Balfam  may  almoft 
be  denominated  a  fpecific. 

The 
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The  next  thing  laid  down  as  refembfing 
the  difeafe  in  queftion,  viz.  Enlarged  My  fen-, 
teric  Glands,  do  not  fo  frequently  exift  in  that 
degree  as  to  ocean" on  the  deception.  1  have 
however  feen  an  inftance  of  it,  where  the 
whole  abdominal  cavity  was  filled  by  them. 
There  are  fcarcely  any  limits  to  the  diftenfion 
of  parts,  when  they  once  afTume  a  difpofition 
to  enlarge.  The  ovaria  are  a  fufficient  proof  of 
this,  for  who  could  fufpect  that  two  bodies  fo 
fmall  could  by  any  poffible  change  of  ftruclure 
contain  fuch  a  quantity  of  fluid  as  in  many  in- 
ftances  they  are  found  to  do  ?  The  fame  is  the 
cafe  with  the  Myfenteric  Glands;  they  are  not, 
however,  very  fimilar  to  dropfy  of  the  uterus, 
being  firm,  folid,  unyielding,  and  ponderous, 
by  which  characters  they  will  generally  be  de- 
tected. 

The  very  poflibility  of  a  miflake  where  the 
error  is  important,  mould  be  guarded  againft, 
and  therefore  I  have  mentioned  the  enlarge- 
ment from  the  menfes  being  retained,  as  con- 
ftituting  a  fpecies  of  abdominal  fwelling  to  be 
diftinguiihed  from  Hydrops  Uteri.  This  is 
not  v^ry  unufual,  there  being  a  confiderable 

number 
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number  of  well  authenticated  cafes  now  upon 
record,  and  fome  few  have  come  within  my 
own  obfervation.  This  has  often  been  injurious 
to  the  reputation  of  the  patient,  who  has  been 
fufpected  of  being  pregnant :  its  principal  phe- 
nomenon is  the  periodical  return  of  pain  and 
uneafinefs,  being  correfpondent  with  the  peri- 
ods of  menltruation,  for  the  difcharge  being 
prevented  by  the  want  of  a  natural  aperture,  a 
gradual  increafe  of  fize  is  the  confequence. 
There  is  likewife  a  continual  fenfe  of  weight, 
or  bearing  down.  Thefe  circumftances  will 
lead  us  to  fufpect  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe ; 
and  as  this  never  happens  after  menilruation 
has  been  regularly  effected,  this  will  afford 
another  prefumptive  proof. 

When  we  have  fo  far  afcertained  the  cafe  as 
to  understand  it  is  a  dropfy  of  the  uterus,  we 
are  at  the  fame  time  to  recolleci  that  there  is 
great  variety  with  regard  to  the  circumftances 
under  which  the  difeafe  may  exifr. 

If  the  water  is  contained  in  the  uterus,  as  it 
is  in  the  abdomen  under  Afcites,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  one  general  fac,  there  is  great  proba- 
bility of  a  natural  cure,  fuppofing  the  obstruc- 
tion 
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tion  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  fuch  as  may 
be  eafily  overcome.  When  the  fluid  is  con- 
tained in  fmall  veficles,  the  chance  of  this 
event  is  much  lefs.  It  has  been  fuppofed  by 
fome  refpectable  authority,  that  whenever 
water  was  contained  in  the  uterus  in  considera- 
ble quantity,  and  came  away  without  any  ve- 
iicular  appearances,  it  was  only  an  enlarged 
hydatid  burfh 

I  will  not  attempt  to  fupport  or  difprove 
this  opinion,  for  the  refult  is  frill  the  fame. 
One  hydatid  fo  enlarged  will  be  much  more 
likely  to  burft  from  its  diftenfion,  from  the 
contraction  of  the  uterus,  or  even  from  the 
motions  of  the  patient,  than  a  clufter  of  hy- 
datids, where  each  is  fupported  by  the  fide  of 
another ;  and  this  unfortunately  is  the  mofl 
common  occurrence,  fuppofing  even  the  wa- 
ter to  be  retained  by  an  obstruction  to  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  In  the  former  cafe3  it 
will  be  poffible  for  the  mofl:  part  to  giye  it 
vent,  by  the  introduction  of  a  catheter  4  no 
prognoftic,  therefore,  can  be  given  till  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  be  examined  per  tactum. 
If  the  os  uteri  is  considerably  thickened  and 
T  enlarged. 
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enlarged,  if  more  efpecially  there  is  difcovered 
to  be  a  fungous  or  polypous  excrefcence,  there 
is  much  lefs  chance  of  our  being  able  to  re- 
move it,  for  befides  the  impediment  to  its 
evacuation,  the  fchirrous  induration  muft  in- 
creafe  the  effufion,  and  I  am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  general  dropfy  of  the  uterus  is  moft 
frequently  attended  with  this  ftate  of  parts. 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  great  diftinction 
to  be  made  between  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  ari- 
sing from  hydatids,  and  that  which  does  not; 
the  latter  is  the  effect  of  organic  djfeafe,  the 
other  owing  merely  to  the  accidental  depofi? 
tion  of  the  taenia  hydatigena,  which  animal- 
cule naturally  provides  itfelf  a  watery  recepta- 
cle in  whatever  part  of  the  body  it  is  found.- 
This  being  a  fecretion  of  the  infect  itfelf,  is 
not  neceffarily  accompanied  with  difeafe,  and 
the  contraction  of  the  uterus  takes  place  fooner 
than  it  would  do  in  the  latter  cafe.  When 
hydatids  are  the  caufe,  the  expulfive  efforts  of 
the  uterus  are  followed  by  a  ferous  or  bloody 
difcharge,  for  as  they  are  attached  to  the  fides, 
their  feparation  is  ufually  accompanied  with 
fome  degree  of  effufion ;  hence  we  fee  a  pa- 
tient's 
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tlent*s  fufFerings  may  be  much  curtailed  by 
prudent  ailiftance  in  detaching  that  from  which 
nature  is  not  fully  able  to  extricate  herfelf : 
and  here  it  will  not  be  neceflary  to  wait  for 
that  dilatation  of  parts  requifite  for  a  fcetus  to 
pafs.  Therefore  when  a  perfon  who  from  an 
increafe  of  bulk  feems  feveral  months  advanced 
with  child,  is  feized  with  pains  fimilar  to  h-* 
bour,  accompanied  with  a  coloured  difcharge 
from  the  vagina,  thefe  having  continued  fome 
time  without  relief,  it  will  be  advifeable  to 
propofe  an  examination  ;  and .  if  we  difcover 
the  caufe  to  be  what  is  now  under  con  ii dera- 
tion, we  mould  ufe  gradual  efforts  to  remove 
it,  which  if  not  too  powerful,  will  not  be 
productive  of  haemorrhage. 

The  Cure. 

The  cure  of  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  muff, 
confift,  as  in  other  cafes,  in  evacuating  the 
water,  and  preventing  its  return.  In  that 
fpecies  which  I  have  mentioned  as  a  general 
dropfy  of  the  part,  the  ufe  of  diuretic  medi- 
cines will  prove  beneficial  ;  purgatives  are 
not  proper,  as  determining  more  fluids  to 
T  2  thefe 
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thcfe  parts.     Spt.    Nitri  dulc.   given  in   the 
quantity  of  a  drachm  three  times  a  day,  is  one 
of  the  bell:  medicines  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, for  promoting  the  fecretion  of  the 
kidneys.     Warm  frictions  on  the  abdomen, 
continued  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  each  time, 
'  and  repeated  twice  or  thrice  a  day,  prove  like- 
wife  advantageous ;  ihey  tend  to  forward  the 
circulation  through  the  uterus,  and  to  encou- 
rage its  contractions :   this  is  an  important  ac- 
quifition.     I  have  already  ftated  that  there  is  a 
difpofition  in  the  uterus  to  acl  at  the  end  of 
nine  months,  whether  it  is  much  diftended  or 
not,  yet  in  many  inftances  it  has  been  found 
to  exceed  that  term,  and   even  to  have  loft 
that  power  which  is  inherent  in  it,  and  this  is 
owing  to  the  gradual  manner  in  which  the 
preffure  is  produced,  or  from  the  debility  of 
its  fibres. 

To  obviate  this,  nothing  is  more  efficacious 
than  the  means  propofed  of  rubbing  the  abdo- 
men. Flannel  moiftened  with  fpirits  of  wine, 
may  be  applied  to  the  belly  every  night,  and 
fupported  by  a  bandage  moderately  tight, 
which  will  be  ufeful  in  preventing  by  its  pref- 
fure 
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fure  the  increasing  expansion  of  the  uterus* 
The  application  of  fait  and  water  is  a  remedy 
of  great  efficacy ;    it  mould  be  a  flrong  fatu- 
rated  folution,    and  mould  be  applied  cold. 
The  irritation  of  the  fait  upon  the  furface  of 
fkin,  has  a  moll  invigorating  and  tonic  effect. 
Nothing  promotes  abforption  more  powerfully, 
and  as  the  energy  of  the  vifccra  depend  mate- 
rially on  the  flate  of  the  fkin,  fo  the  excite- 
ment of  the  extreme  vefTels  in   this  cafe   is 
communicated  to  the  uterus,  rendering  its  ac- 
tions more  vigorous,  its  fibres  more  tenfe,  and 
its  abforbents  more  active.     If  thefe  methods 
prove  unfuccefsful,  and  the  bulk  of  the  patient 
is  considerable,  we  mould  ufe  emollient  in- 
jections.    Let  the  patient  fit  every  night  over 
the  fleam  of  hot  water,  and  we  mufl  endeavour, 
by  prudent  management,  to  introduce  a  catheter 
into  the  uterus.    During  the  whole  of  this  dis- 
cipline, there  is  one  thing  to  be  particularly 
regarded,  which  is,    keeping  the  feet  warm 
and  dry.     Numberlefs  are  the  cafes  wherein, 
from  a  neglect  of  this  attention,  has  originated 
menllrual  obflruction,  and  the  various  train  of 
evils  confequent  upon  it.     How  to  explain 

this 
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this  is  perhaps  difficult ;  it  is  not  the  quantity 
of  perfpirable  matter  checked  that  can  fuffici- 
ently  account  for  it,  probably  it  is  from  the 
balance  being  deftroyed  in  the  circulating  fyf- 
tem.  When  the  difeafe  is  connected  with 
much  debility,  we  fhould  likewife  have  regard 
to  the  general  health,  and  adminifter  bark  and 
chalybeates.  With  regard  to  diuretics,  though 
1  have  recommended  Spt.  Nit.  dulc.  as  a  very 
ufeful  medicine,  we  mould  be  influenced  by 
the  confiitution  of  the  patient  in  this  refpect ; 
for  inftance,  in  cold  indolent  habits,  medi- 
cines of  the  turpentine  clafs  will  be  preferable 
to  the  neutral  faline  medicines,  as  the  kidneys 
may  require  a  more  powerful  ftimulus  than  is 
produced  by  the  latter. 
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